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Recall these general truths that are revealed about God in Scripture:
He is omnipotent: Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. (Psa 115:3)
His acts cannot be questioned: all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according
to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to
him, "What have you done?" (Dan 4:35)
He is both omniscient and all-decreeing: Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written,
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. (Psa 139:16)
This God has predestined individuals to an inheritance: In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, (Eph 1:11)

Election is not a New Testament idea:
"For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not because you were more in
number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all
peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the
LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deu 7:6-8)
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a
prophet to the nations." (Jer 1:5)

Election is evident with Jesus’ disciples:
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. (Joh 15:16)
Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent
him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I
have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, 'He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.' I am telling
you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. (Joh 13:16-19)

Election results in obedience – not the other way around
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were
appointed to eternal life believed. (Act 13:48)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, (Eph 1:3-5)

Disobedience is the sign of the non-elect
and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. (Rev 13:8)
The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the
dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will
marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. (Rev 17:8)
For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame." So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
"The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," and "A stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (1Pe 2:6-8)

To what are we elected?
Elected to glorify God: But you (contrasted with vv6-8 above) are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. (1Pe 2:9)
Elected to salvation through sanctification: But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth. To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (2Th 2:13-14)
Elected to good works: For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10)

God’s election of individuals is unconditional
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1Co 1:27-29)
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for
the gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, (2Ti 1:8-9)

So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of
works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The
elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, (Rom 11:5-7)
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