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Deuteronomy means “second law”: It is really the second delivery of the law – first at Mt. Sinai – now to the
generation that will enter the promised land.
Deuteronomy reflects a series of speeches, songs, and warnings from Moses as he transitions leadership to
Joshua and dies on a mountain overlooking the promised land and the people prepare to receive what was
promised.
Throughout Deuteronomy, the people are reminded of God’s deliverance, His ability to defeat all of their
enemies, His jealousy, His mercy, and His wrath.
Blessings and curses are contingent upon obedience to the Law. And throughout Deuteronomy, the primary
warning to the people is a warning against idolatry. And in the end, Moses prophecy points to the heart of
the people going after other gods (Chapter 32).
A broad outline of Deuteronomy would look like this:
Chapters 1-3: Historical reminders of the people’s deliverance from Egypt and wilderness journey.
Chapters 4-11: Basic stipulations of the covenant – including the Ten Commandments (Ch 5)
Chapters 12-26: Details of the law
Chapter 27: Expectations upon crossing the Jordan
Chapter 28: Blessings for keeping covenant and curses for breaking covenant
Chapters 29-30: Command to keep the covenant and guidance for repentance when it is broken
Chapter 31: Joshua’s Commissioning
Chapter 32: The Song of Moses – a reminder of God’s deliverance and a warning to not forget
Chapters 33-34: Moses’ final blessing on the people and his death

Theme: Shema
Shema – “Hear, O Israel”
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates. (Deu 6:4-9)

Theme: Covenant
"See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of the LORD
your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping
his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and you
will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today, that you shall
surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. I
call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and
curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying his
voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." (Deu 30:15-20)

Theme: Blessing for Obedience
"And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that
I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. (Deu 28:1-2)
Obedience brings:
1. Peace
2. Prosperity
3. Fruitful land
4. Children
5. Victory in War
6. God’s people

Theme: Cursing for Disobedience
"But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his
statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you. (Deu 28:15)
Disobedience brings:
1. Disease
2. Famine
3. Defeat
4. Slavery
5. Exile
6. Loss of homeland
"When you father children and children's children, and have grown old in the land, if you act corruptly by
making a carved image in the form of anything, and by doing what is evil in the sight of the LORD your
God, so as to provoke him to anger, I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon
utterly perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will not live long in it, but
will be utterly destroyed. And the LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in
number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. And there you will serve gods of wood and
stone, the work of human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. But from there you will seek
the LORD your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all your soul.
When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the
LORD your God and obey his voice. For the LORD your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or
destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them. (Deu 4:25-31)

Theme: Purging the land of evil
"If you hear in one of your cities, which the LORD your God is giving you to dwell there, that certain
worthless fellows have gone out among you and have drawn away the inhabitants of their city, saying, 'Let
us go and serve other gods,' which you have not known, then you shall inquire and make search and ask
diligently. And behold, if it be true and certain that such an abomination has been done among you, you shall
surely put the inhabitants of that city to the sword, devoting it to destruction, all who are in it and its cattle,
with the edge of the sword. You shall gather all its spoil into the midst of its open square and burn the city
and all its spoil with fire, as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It shall be a heap forever. It shall
not be built again. None of the devoted things shall stick to your hand, that the LORD may turn from the
fierceness of his anger and show you mercy and have compassion on you and multiply you, as he swore to
your fathers, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God, keeping all his commandments that I am
commanding you today, and doing what is right in the sight of the LORD your God. (Deu 13:12-18)

"When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it. And if it responds to you
peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall
serve you. But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. And when
the LORD your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, but the women and the
little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves.
And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you. Thus you shall do
to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here. But in the cities of
these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that
breathes, but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites
and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, that they may not
teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you sin
against the LORD your God. (Deu 20:10-18)

Theme: The Peoples’ Disobedience
And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, the days approach when you must die. Call Joshua and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, that I may commission him." And Moses and Joshua went and presented
themselves in the tent of meeting. And the LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of
cloud stood over the entrance of the tent. And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, you are about to lie down
with your fathers. Then this people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that
they are entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have made with them. Then my
anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide my face from them, and they
will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day, 'Have
not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?' And I will surely hide my face in that day
because of all the evil that they have done, because they have turned to other gods. "Now therefore write this
song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against
the people of Israel. (Deu 31:14-19)

Theme: Election
It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the
oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deu 7:7-8)

Theme: God’s Provision and Deliverance
"And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, to give you--with great and good cities that you did not build, and houses full of all good things
that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant-and when you eat and are full, then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his
name you shall swear. (Deu 6:10-13)
"And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree,
his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is
cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.
(Deu 21:22-23)
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed is
everyone who is hanged on a tree"-- (Gal 3:13)

