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Scriptural Evidences of the total depravity of man
Man is incapable of changing his nature
Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then also you can do good who are accustomed
to do evil. (Jer 13:23)
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? There is not one. (Job 14:4)
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not
able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (1Co 2:14)
So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad
fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. (Mat 7:17-18)
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (Joh 15:4-5)
Man, in his natural state, is held captive by his sin and is under the dominion of Satan
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2Co 4:3-4)
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- (Eph 2:1-5)
In order to believe, man must be released from that bondage
For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who
are in the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ
is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. (Rom 8:6-11)
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But
thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves
of righteousness. (Rom 6:16-18)

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. (Heb 2:14-15)
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. (Eze 36:25-27)

This is not at all inconsistent with Romans 10:9-10
because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth
one confesses and is saved. (Rom 10:9-10)
Therefore, I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is accursed!"
and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit. (1Co 12:3)

Discussion: What are some objections to the doctrine of Total Depravity, and how should we
respond?

