Genesis 22
Worldview: Jehovah-Jireh
“The preaching of Christ is the whip that flogs the Devil. The preaching of Christ is the thunderbolt, the
sound of which makes Hell shake.” Charles Spurgeon
Part I: Take Your Son, Your Only Son
He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." (Gen 22:2)
Question: Where is the land of Moriah? What is significant about the site?
Question: What about Ishmael?
Question: What other things might concern us about God’s command to Abraham?
Question: What in the text should ease our minds about that concern?
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. (Joh 3:16)
Part II: Where is the Lamb?
Isaac’s Question
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!"
And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?" (Gen 22:6-7)
Abraham’s Response
Abraham said, "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of
them together. (Gen 22:8)
Question: What will appease God’s wrath against sin?
Question: Was Abraham a sinner? Isaac?
Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is
no forgiveness of sins. (Heb 9:22)
Part III: Grace through Faith
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me." (Gen 22:9-12)
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the
act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, "Through Isaac shall your offspring be named." He
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back. (Heb 11:17-19)

Abraham’s works were the result of his faith
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see that
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was
fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"--and he was called
a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. (Jas 2:21-24)
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing. (Jas 1:2-4)
Part IV: Substitutionary Atonement
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his
horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So
Abraham called the name of that place, "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount
of the LORD it shall be provided." (Gen 22:13-14)
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world! (Joh 1:29)
Part V: The Renewal of the Covenant – Fulfillment in the Lamb
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, "By myself I have
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice." (Gen 22:15-18)
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out
into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they
sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by
your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you
have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." (Rev 5:6-10)
Conclusion: Jehovah-Jireh
"Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span
of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you. (Mat 6:25-33)
Next Week: Genesis 23-24

