Genesis 14-15
Worldview: Battles are won by the Lord
Part I: Abram’s Involvement in International Affairs
1. Armies of the east (Shinar) defeat armies of the west (Sodom)
2. They took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah – and Lot
3. Word arrives to Abram that Lot was taken
4. Abram takes 318 in pursuit and reclaims his kinsman and his possessions

Part II: Abram Responds to Two Kings
King of Salem
1. Brings bread and wine as a priestly act
2. Acknowledges that God delivers Abram’s adversaries to him
3. Abram pays a tithe to him
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the
curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek. For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of
everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem,
that is, king of peace. He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end
of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. See how great this man was to whom
Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly
office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these
also are descended from Abraham. But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from
Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the
superior. (Heb 6:19-7:7)
King of Sodom
1. Offers Abram the spoils of war
2. Abram’s reward doesn’t come from men – it comes from God
But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say,
'I have made Abram rich.'
(Gen 14:22-23)

A Psalm of David. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your
footstool." The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! Your
people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the womb of the
morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, "You are a
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek." (Psa 110:1-4)
But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive
nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the
Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, that they
may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so
you sin against the LORD your God. (Deu 20:16-18)

Part III: The Abrahamic Covenant
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great." (Gen 15:1)
But…Abram has no heir.
And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." (Gen 15:5)

And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. (Gen 15:6)
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say?
"Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness." Now to the one who works, his wages
are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom
God counts righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." Is this blessing then only
for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith was counted to Abraham as
righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not
after, but before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that
he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe
without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, and to make him the father
of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our
father Abraham had before he was circumcised. (Rom 4:1-12)
Parts of the Promise







Abram’s offspring to be has the number of stars in the heaven
Possession of the land
Abram’s offspring to be sojourners in a land that is not theirs (400 years)
Judgment will be brought on that nation
Abram’s offspring will come out with great possessions
As for Abram, he will live to a good old age

Covenantal Sign of the Promise





Animals cut in two
Birds of prey came down on the carcasses
Abram put into a deep sleep
A smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between the pieces of the animals

And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made before
me, I will make them like the calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts-- the officials of Judah, the
officials of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of
the calf. And I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their lives.
Their dead bodies shall be food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth. (Jer 34:18-20)
Next Week: Genesis 16-17

