Genesis 12
Worldview: History as God’s Providence
From Chapter 11
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Part 1: The Call
Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to
the land that I will show you. (Gen 12:1)

And he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land
to possess." (Gen 15:7)
And Stephen said: "Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when
he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, 'Go out from your land and from your
kindred and go into the land that I will show you.' Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and
lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now
living. (Act 7:2-4)
Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son
Abram's wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but
when they came to Haran, they settled there. (Gen 11:31)

Part 2: The Promise
Blessing…
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed." (Gen 12:2-3)
Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, "And to offsprings,"
referring to many, but referring to one, "And to your offspring," who is Christ. This is what I mean: the
law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make
the promise void. (Gal 3:16-17)
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to
Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named." This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the
children of the promise are counted as offspring. (Rom 9:6-8)
And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (Mat 3:9-10)
And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."
(Luk 19:9-10)
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
(Gal 3:27-29)
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: (Mat 1:21-22)

And cursing…
I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. I
speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father." They
answered him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you would be
doing the works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard
from God. This is not what Abraham did. You are doing the works your father did." They said to him, "We
were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father--even God." Jesus said to them, "If God were your
Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent
me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your
father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.
(Joh 8:37-45)

Part 3: The Obedience of Faith
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old
when he departed from Haran. (Gen 12:4)
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites
were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So
he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. (Gen 12:6-7)
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (Heb 11:8-10)
"Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you? Everyone who comes to me and hears my
words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and
laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not
shake it, because it had been well built. But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built
a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the
ruin of that house was great." (Luk 6:46-49)

Next Week: Read Genesis 12:10-13:18
Memory Verse: I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the
earth, your offspring also can be counted. (Gen 13:16)

