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Mockery is defined as: (1) insulting or contemptuous action or speech; (2) a subject of laughter, derision, or sport; (3) an insincere, contemptible, or impertinent imitation; (4) something ridiculously or impudently unsuitable.
  We see every aspect of this definition played out in our text this morning as we look at the mockery and contempt that the Roman soldiers demonstrated towards Christ in those final moments before the crucifixion.  It is a story that deeply grieves while at the same time offers great hope for those who know Christ.  It grieves because of the barbaric and inhumane treatment by these wicked men of an innocent man, the Son of God.  But it offers great hope because Christ endured such suffering for those who would profess Him as Lord and trust in Him as Savior.  

That is not a popular message today.  The truth that man is sinful and has offended the holy, transcendent, Creator God and is under His wrath is ignored by many.  Therefore the need for faith in Christ alone as Savior, Messiah, Deliverer from God’s eternal wrath is repudiated by those whose hope is found in self or in the things of this world.  The religion of Joel Osteen is popular because sin is never mentioned, or when it is it is set alongside an abuse of God’s grace.  Unfortunately, while Osteen’s church is the largest in the U.S. to date, he does not hold the largest pulpit.  That honor would go to Oprah Winfrey, whose television program is viewed by 10 million people and whose magazine has a readership of 2.7 million.
  Oprah has been greatly influenced by New Age thought and the growing popularity (thanks to her) of A Course in Miracles, which teaches that there is no such thing as sin, that God is in everything we see, and that Jesus is merely a symbol of someone good.  The end result for Oprah is, “There are many paths to what you call God.”

What message do you believe this morning?  Do you believe in the One who said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (Jn. 14:6)?  Or do you believe in the “you are your own god and have within you the power to save yourself” religion of Oprah?  Is Christ real, or is He but a counterfeit, nothing more than a wannabe king?  Do you worship Him, or do you mock Him?
I.  How Christ was mocked then (15:16-20) 


Mark tells us that immediately following Pilate’s public declaration of Jesus’ innocence that he turned Him over to the Roman soldiers.  He did so, we are reminded, because of his heart’s desire “to satisfy the crowd” (15:15).  As John MacArthur points out, “He had perverted Roman justice by agreeing to convict a man whom no one was able to legitimately charge with a crime against the state.  He had sinned against his own convictions.  He bargained his eternal soul for temporary security.”
  These soldiers would be the ones who, under orders from Pilate, would crucify Jesus the innocent.  However, these pagan men far exceeded what basic duty required in their outward, public demonstration of mocking Christ.  They were not content in a few taking part in their atrocity, but “they called together the entire Roman cohort,” which consisted of a hundred men, to participate in and/or witness the event.  Their mocking was demonstrated on five levels.

1.  Their mock robe (v. 17a)


First, “they dressed Him in purple.”  This was the first step in their mock coronation of Jesus as King of the Jews.  The soldiers thought it was some sort of joke that Jesus claimed to be King, and they demonstrate this in mocking His majesty, turning the entire incident into a game.  “Purple” denoted initially the purple dye used in the material used to cover Jesus, apparently a hand-me-down cloth or robe of one of the soldiers, now faded from use.  Matthew called it “a scarlet robe” (Mt. 27:28).  Either the robe turned scarlet from the blood of Christ which still flowed from His prior scourging, or scarlet was the closest they could find to purple, the color for royalty.  Calvin remarked, “Mark uses the word purple instead of scarlet; but though these be different colors, we need not trouble ourselves much about the matter.  That Christ was clothed with a costly garment is not probable; and hence we infer that it was not purple, but something that bore resemblance to it, as a painter counterfeits truth by his likenesses.”


Calvin captured the wicked spirit of the soldiers.  They cloaked Jesus in counterfeit garments, a robe that showed their mockery of His majesty.  The robe was close to the real thing without bearing the reality of the symbol.  This same group of soldiers would further mock Him on the Cross, “The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, and saying, ‘If You are King of the Jews, save Yourself!’  Now there was also an inscription above Him, ‘THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS’” (Lk. 23:36-38).  
  
Next we see…

2.  Their mock crown (v. 17b)


 “After twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on Him.”  This was a further step in His mock arrayal as king.  His head was encircled with a crown made from a thorn bush twisted together to form a tough wreath.  The purpose was to mimic the wreath of Caesar, the one that these men truly held as king.  Roman coins bore the image of Caesar with a crown like this made of twigs without the thorns.  The thorns served the purpose of deepening Jesus’ torture.  As the mock crown was pressed down upon His head, wounds would have opened up and blood would have poured down Jesus face and body.  The crown was made to make Jesus look ridiculous and add pain to their insult.  All of this was to make sport of Jesus while at the same time make their point.  They did not hail Jesus as King.  They hailed Caesar.  We see this in…

3.  Their mock tribute (v. 18)


“And they began to acclaim Him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’”  This was a mock act of tribute, of homage to Him as King.  Their purpose was twofold.  First, to demonstrate to the Jews how pitiful a King they had which served their second purpose, how great their Emperor was.  So on bended knee, they give mock tribute to Jesus as King.  The Jews mocked Him as Prophet; the Romans mocked Him as King; they would all mock Him as Prophet, Priest and King on the Cross!  Their mockery is further demonstrated in…

4.  Their mock scepter (v. 19a)


“They kept beating His head with a reed.”  This reed further represented royalty, counterfeiting a king’s scepter.  Matthew said they put the reed “in His right hand” (Mt. 27:29).  The scepter was a symbol of authority and power.  Like the crown, such a scepter was found in Caesar’s hand on Roman coins.  So the “reed,” this makeshift scepter, was once again to mock Jesus’ royalty and affirm Caesar as king.

But the mockery of the scepter did not stop there.  The soldiers attacked Jesus’ dignity, taking the “reed” from His right hand (Mt. 27:30) they began to beat Him on the head with it, driving the crown of thorns ever more deeply into His scalp.  This was their way of saying, “What a king You are.  What authority and power You wield, one that gets hit over the head with His own scepter!  Look how easily we strip You of Your dignity.”  The verbal mocking and spitting upon Christ accentuated the physical demonstrations that ran from making fun to degrading acts toward Him.

5.  Their mock worship (v. 19b)


The soldiers kneeled and offered the “Hail Caesar” with Christ’s identity as King of the Jews done in mocking fashion.  Edmund Hiebert shows the heart of the soldiers’ mockery:

It seems obvious that the mockery of the soldiers was not motivated by animosity against Jesus personally, since no doubt most of them had no previous contact with Him. Having heard the charge that the prisoner claimed to be the King of the Jews, they were led by their sense of loyalty to the emperor to ridicule such a claim. They held in utter scorn Jewish hopes for a king of their own. They used the occasion to vent their anti-Jewish feelings against this Jewish pretender.


To them, it was purely cruel fun to call a man king who was preparing for the cross, especially since Roman citizens were not crucified except upon special order of the emperor due to its indignity and horror.  So their mock worship demonstrated what was truly in their heart.  Their god was Caesar, not this man who claimed to be King.

At this point, John interjects a further scene of Christ before Pilate and the Jewish leaders.

John 19:4-16 – 4 Pilate came out again and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.”  5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold, the Man!”  6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.”  7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.”  8 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid;  9 and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.  10 So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?”  11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”  12 As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar.”  13 Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.  14 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”  15 So they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”  16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.

The Jewish leaders showed how vehement they were towards Christ.  MacArthur states, “As representatives of the people, the chief priests here pronounced the culminating apostasy of Israel.  Rejecting God’s Son, they publicly, although insincerely, declared allegiance to the pagan emperor.”
  These men would do anything to see Jesus crucified, even showing reverence to Rome, who they despised!

Then the soldiers stripped Jesus of the purple robe, again to dishonor Him, and “put His own garments on Him.”  This man who was not fit to be King would not be crucified in public wearing royal robes.  “And they led Him out to crucify Him.”
II.  How Christ is mocked today 


Given this atrocious mocking of Jesus, it is easy for us to condemn the soldiers for their actions.  And our condemnation would certainly be warranted.  But although their mocking was extreme, we are reminded that “they expressed the natural wickedness of every human heart that is ignorant of God.”
  How is Christ mocked by others today, in our time, in our culture?

1.  Refusal to receive His righteousness
The term “righteousness” refers to one’s moral standing with God.  The consequence of sin is that man is separated from God, alienated from God, dead in his trespasses and sins.  On their own merits, man stands guilty of breaking God’s law, and the penalty is spiritual death.  Left to himself, man would continue to spurn God and attempt to save himself.  Man’s attempt to cover his own sin is seen when sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden.  Immediately after they had sinned, Adam and Eve attempted to cover their guilt and shame according to their own provision, robes made of fig leaves.  God in His grace and mercy provided robes for them in the form of a slain animal.  This is a picture of God’s way of righteousness.  Salvation, escape from His wrath, would come only through the means He provided, through the slain Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.  


Just as the soldiers mocked Christ and His robe, so too do those who have no saving knowledge of Christ.  The Scriptures teach that those who know Christ are clothed in His robe of righteousness.  However, those who spurn Him refuse to receive His robe.  They choose to continue to live in their own righteousness which condemns them.  They will receive God’s justice for their labors, for Paul wrote, “For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness… For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:20, 23).  Sinful man wants their freedom, their freedom to pick and choose what is right.  Therefore, what they call right, God calls sin and they will receive what they are working for.
Christ wore the purple robe so that others might wear His robe of righteousness.  MacArthur notes, “Although it was far from the soldiers’ intent, the use of scarlet was reminiscent of Isaiah’s declaration that ‘though your sins are as scarlet, they will be white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool’ (Is. 1:18).  Just as the soldiers clothed Jesus in the scarlet robe, He willingly clothed Himself in the scarlet sins of the world in order that those who believe in Him might be freed from sin.”
  Have you received Christ’s righteousness today?

2.  Refusal to honor Him as King

The soldiers made a mock crown for Jesus to show how they refused to crown Him King of Kings and Lord of lords.  So too, those who deny Christ refuse to honor Him as King and mock His majesty.  They want to remain king of their own lives rather than humbly submit to another.  But I remind such as those this morning what John witnessed in Revelation 19:12 when he beheld Christ as King, “On His head were many crowns.”  Jesus Christ is King!

This refusal to honor Him as King and submit to His authority is the effect of sin in the life of men.  Psalm 2 speaks of kings who take their stand against the Lord and Christ, saying, “Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!” (Ps. 2:3).  This describes the heart of one who does not know Christ.  They want no part of His authority, an authority they look at as bondage.  Those who want to live for self often look at Christ and spurn Him because He “crimps their style.”  


Interestingly, the very substance that the soldiers used to make Jesus’ crown had in itself an unintended symbol.  Thorns are a reminder of the curse that sin brought into the world in Genesis 3:17-18, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you.”  Paul wrote that creation longs and suffers to be delivered from this curse (Rom. 8:22).  However, apart from God’s saving work in one’s life, man does not seek to be delivered, but continues on in his wicked ways, seeing no need for God in their lives.

There is a future aspect of this for those who have received Christ and honor Him as King.  Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:8, “In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  There is the promise of royalty to those who have bowed the knee to Christ.  Christ wore the crown of thorns so that others might receive the crown of righteousness.  Do you honor Him as King today, or do you continue to spurn His authority, authority granted by God the Father?

3.  Refusal to worship Him as Lord

Man was created to worship God.  The opening question of the Baptist Catechism reflects this truth:  What is the chief end of man?  The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  Man, created in the image of God, was created to worship Him.  In the words of Augustine, “Our hearts are restless until they find rest in Thee.”  Adam and Eve experienced pure, unbroken worship with God as they walked with Him in the Garden.  That ended for them, and all mankind, when they chose to listen to the voice of Satan rather than the voice of God.  But the effect of the Fall did not negate that innate, God-given desire, that longing to worship.  The effect of sin was this longing to worship was misdirected.  Man’s capacity to worship aright is depraved because worship is a matter of the heart.  Rather than a desire to worship the Creator, man is driven to worship the creature, and ultimately self is the center of the universe.  Paul describes the effect of sin, “21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures” (Rom. 1:21-23).  

The display of the Roman soldiers in their mock worship reflects the hearts of all men apart from God.  They are unwilling to worship Christ as Savior and Lord.  They would rather serve anyone or anything other than Christ.  The 1st commandment, “You shall have no other gods before Me” is not even on their spiritual radar because there is no Spirit within them.  So man, left to himself in his sin, denies the Spirit and the truth, which are both necessary to worship God as He prescribed to be worshiped (Jn. 4:24).  They do not heed the truth that in the end, “every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).    
Conclusion


 Do you mock Christ today?  It is easy to see how an unbeliever mocks Him today.  But what about those who claim to know Him?  Are you living as if He is truly your righteousness, or do you remain in bondage to sin that His righteousness paid for on the Cross?

William Hendriksen notes four lessons that stand out in this text that we should take to hear this morning:

(1)  How darkened is man’s mind.

(2)  How depraved is man’s heart.

(3)  How dependable is God’s Word.

(4)  How durable is Christ’s purpose.
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