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 The thirst to have one’s needs satisfied will drive men to almost any measure to attain them, even to the madness in our vernacular of “stabbing someone in the back.”  Those who turn their backs on their friends are considered to be the most despicable of people.  Benedict Arnold was a general in the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War who, upon receiving command of an American fort in West Point, New York, switched allegiances and plotted unsuccessfully to surrender it to the British.  He stands to this day the most famous of all American traitors.


But there is one in Scripture that is known by all to be the greatest turncoat in history.  A few weeks ago we looked at the announcement of the betrayal and betrayer (14:10-21).  This morning we consider the act itself and the consequent arrest of Jesus.  Judas, who Peter said in Acts 1:17 was considered a friend of Jesus, “For he was counted among us and received his share in this ministry,” had found the opportune time to betray Jesus.  Here the transaction that Judas set in motion by selling Jesus out to the chief priests for thirty pieces of silver is completed with a betraying kiss.     

I.   The Foolhardy Fear of the Crowd (14:43, 46, 48-49) 


Mark gives very little detail as to the makeup of the crowd that approached the Garden to arrest Jesus.  He mentions that some were from the chief priests, the scribes and the elders, that triumvirate that had been a source of contention since the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  But John, who we read earlier in our Scripture reading, shed a bit more light on some others that were in the crowd.  He mentioned the Roman soldiers who were sent along with Judas and accompanied him on this occasion along with the Jewish leaders (Jn. 18:3).  This inclusion of the Gentiles in the arrest of Jesus as it pertains to the narrative surrounding His death at Calvary is important.  Peter revealed the importance in his sermon in Acts 4:

Acts 4:27-28 – 27 For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.

Peter had defined that divine purpose in his previous sermon in Acts 2:23, “This Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross (referring to the Jews) by the hands of godless men (referring to the Roman Gentiles) and put Him to death (both were involved in serving God’s purpose).  The approaching crowd affirmed what Jesus had already mentioned to His disciples – “the hour has come” (v. 41).  The next 24 hours would see this mingling of Gentiles and Jews in the trial and crucifixion of Christ.

1.  The crowd’s fear (v. 43)


When we compile the accounts of all four gospels, we note two things that show the fear by which these men came to Jesus.  First, we know the arrest took place at night.  The disciples had celebrated the last Passover meal with Jesus, which would have taken place in the evening (14:12-31).  They then departed to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus communed with the Father while the others were to keep watch and pray (14:32-42).  Mark says that our text followed “immediately” on the heels of Jesus’ prayer in the Garden.  Luke says, “While He was still speaking” (22:47).  Further, John tells us that they approached with “lanterns and torches” (18:3) validating that it was dark.  The fact that they came at night shows their fear.  If they were so confident that Jesus was a criminal, why did they not arrest Him in broad daylight, which was the custom?  Why the need to come in the dark and set in motion all that would take place throughout this long night?


Their fear is shown secondly in the fact that they were armed “with swords and clubs.”  What did they expect from Jesus?  Did they think that He would take them on by Himself?  Of course, I am sure they thought that His disciples would somehow intervene, which as we will see does happen.  Perhaps they expected a battle.  And if there was a battle, they had seen the power that Jesus demonstrated in performing miracles.  He had shown His power over nature, sickness, demons, and even Satan himself.  But rather than learn from these miracles, rather than knowing that even a nuclear bomb had not the power to constrain Jesus, rather than welcoming Him as the long-awaited Messiah, they come with a posse to capture Him.  They continued to see God’s kingdom as a worldly kingdom to be defended by worldly means, failing to recognize that “the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh” (2 Co. 10:4).  They did not understand what J. C. Ryle noted, “The cause of truth does not need force to maintain it.”


What a difference a week makes!  We will celebrate Palm Sunday next week, that glorious occasion when Jesus entered into Jerusalem with the cries of “Hosanna!”  And yet four days later, we see the fear that had gripped these men.  They were on a mission to put their fear to rest.


2.  Jesus’ response (vv. 46, 48-49)


Jesus knew everything that was happening.  He knew that the betrayer was at hand.  He knew that the hour had come.  He knew that all of this was to fulfill that will of God from which He had just pleaded to be delivered.  But with the steadfastness to complete that will, Jesus peacefully submitted to these men.  But not without first once again demonstrating that He was who He said He was.


Mark notes that Jesus confronted the group, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me, as you would against a robber?”  Why do you continue to treat Me as if I am the enemy, a thief, and a criminal?  Have I done anything to deserve this treatment?  “Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me.”  Why didn’t You take Me then?  If what I taught was heresy, then why didn’t you arrest Me then?  I will tell you why, “This has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures.”  You are coming to Me as if you are in control of this situation.  But you need to understand that One greater is in control.  Alexander Maclaren noted the foolish approach these men took, “All that parade of arms was out of place, for He was no evil-doer; needless, for He did not resist; and powerless, unless He chose to let them prevail.”


But Jesus was not through.  John, the one who set forth Christ in His deity more than any of the other gospels, recorded an interesting point to the arrest.

John 18:4-6 – 4 So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”  5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He said to them, “I am He.” And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them.  6 So when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  


There is something about that name.  In the Greek, “He” is not included.  Jesus simply said, “I am.”  Jesus stood before this posse and affirmed His covenant name before them.  And for a brief moment, they were in awe.  They had caught a glimpse of His glory.  Alexander Maclaren commented,

I am inclined to think that… there was for a moment a little rending of the veil of his flesh, and an emission of some flash of brightness that always tabernacled within him; and that, therefore, just as Isaiah, when he saw the King in his glory, said, “Woe is me, for I am undone!” and just as Moses could not look upon the Face, but could only see the back parts, so here the one stray beam of manifest divinity that shot through the crevice, as it were, for an instant, was enough to prostrate with a strange awe even those rude and insensitive men. When he said, “I am He,” there was something that made them feel, “This is One before whom violence cowers abashed, and in whose presence impurity has to hide its face.”


So Jesus asked, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me, as you would against a robber?”  “I am” stood before them, and for a moment, they feared Him aright.  They were in awe.  Even in the midst of the greatest adversity of His life, even knowing that what was taking place was according to the preordained will of the Father, Jesus still sought to seek and to save that which was lost (Lk. 19:10).  Even before His greatest accusers, Jesus sought to have them fear Him aright, not fearing man and the temporal, but to fear the eternal, to fear Him alone who is able to destroy both body and soul in hell (Mt. 10:28).


However, their awe of Him was short-lived as “they laid hands on Him and seized Him.”
II.  The Deceptive Devotion of the Traitor (14:44-45)


1.  Judas’ kiss (vv. 44-45)


The dishonesty of Judas as a traitor serves as the saddest part of this narrative.  The fact that a sign was needed underscores the fact that it was night.  Judas knew that they would not be able to see clearly and even if they could they would not recognize Jesus as readily as Judas, who spent three plus years with Him.  The gospel writers repeatedly refer to “Judas, one of the twelve.”  They would not let us forget that he was counted among them, close to them, and fellowshipped with Christ just as they.  He was the one given the responsibility of the treasury, a trusted position.


Yet, he was a traitor.  In Mark’s fashion, he cuts to the chase, “‘Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him and lead Him away under guard.’  After coming, Judas immediately went to Him, saying, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed Him.”  This kiss was probably on the hand in keeping with the common greeting given a rabbi by his pupil.  Many might wonder, “Why a kiss?”  One reason is that it was dark, and if Judas were simply to point, there might have been a misunderstanding.  But deeper than that lies Judas’ heart.  He wanted to keep his intention concealed until the very last moment.  Notice he approached Jesus and called him, “Rabbi!”  This is a greeting of personal warmth.  He acted delighted to see Jesus there.  And then he “kissed Him.”  The word used for “kiss” here is not the usual word, but an intensive form, defined as “to kiss fervently, kiss affectionately.  One sees it as “a prolonged kiss.”  It is the kind of kiss one gives someone they love.
  There could be no mistake that Judas was leading them to their man.  Whether the kiss came before or after Jesus’ dialogue with the crowd we saw earlier is uncertain, but there would be no uncertainty as to who Judas pointed out to them.  


Here we see the betraying kiss, a sign that would be forever associated with a traitor.  But it was empty, deceptive devotion.  Deceiving not to Jesus, who already knew, but deceptive to Judas, whose heart was “deceitful, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9).  Judas did not know his own heart.  What happened to Judas?  Judas represents a person who started well, but ended tragically.  That is the heart of deception.  King Saul began right.  He was humble in the beginning, rightly questioning Israel’s selection of him as king.  And yet as time went on, Saul became consumed with self.  The same happened with Judas.  He was “one of the twelve.”  He walked with them and talked with them.  He was given a prominent position in the group.  In the end it was his position that led to his downfall.  He became consumed with earthly things, skimming from the ministry funds to fulfill his wicked passions.  Judas became so consumed with himself that he lost sight of his calling, his friends, and his Savior.  Judas’ sin continually ate away at him until it finally killed him.  That is what happened to Judas.  He sold his soul for thirty pieces of silver!  And in doing so, he bought the Cross for Jesus.


2.  Jesus’ response (Mt. 26:50)


Again we must keep in mind that Jesus knew everything that was happening.  We might have expected Jesus to launch into some theological diatribe pointing out Judas wickedness or to try to somehow stop Judas from the betrayal.  But just as He submitted to the crowd, Jesus submitted to Judas, and in doing so submitted to the Father, because “it had been written in Scripture.”  Matthew noted, “And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for” (Mt. 26:50).  Even to the bitter end, Jesus called Judas “friend.”  Here the term does not refer to that close relationship of the twelve, but means “fellow” or “comrade.”  John MacArthur commented, “Jesus had offered Himself to be Judas’s friend, and more than that, to be his Savior.  But the opportunity for salvation had passed, and in light of Judas’s unspeakable treachery, even fellow was a gracious form of address.”
  This is highlighted by Luke, who recorded that Jesus asked, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” (Lk. 22:48)  Judas, do you really know what you are doing?  This was not an effort to get Judas to stop what God had put in motion.  Jesus wanted Judas to stop and examine himself.  Did he really understand the sinfulness of his sin?  


Again we see the compassion of Christ.  Here was His enemy, who was literally possessed by His greatest enemy.  And yet Jesus gives Judas every opportunity to stop and repent.  But Judas could not, would not be deterred.  The last words that Judas heard from the lips of Christ were, “Friend, do what you have come for.”  These words would torment Judas in the following days and for all eternity.  These words will torment all who have been exposed to the goodness of Jesus Christ and yet continue till death to serve themselves.  Judas represents everything of a false disciple, one who is deceived in their hearts as to who their master really is.  There comes a point where in the sovereignty of God He turns them over to themselves, withdrawing His hand of grace and mercy and leaves them to commit spiritual suicide.  May we heed the warning given by the life of Judas, who tasted the good things of God, and yet fell away.
III.  The Prayerless Panic of the Disciples (14:47, 50-51)


What happens next is a demonstration of those who do not walk in prayerful communion with the Lord.  Jesus had instructed the disciples to pray with Him and for Him in the Garden so that they would also know the will of the Father.  


1.  Peter’s overzealousness (v. 47)


The arrest was too much for one of the disciples, who “drew his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.”  John names the disciple and the slave, Peter and Malchus.  Make no mistake about it; Peter was trying to lop Malchus’ head off!


What does this tell us about Peter?  His aggressive action reflected self-confidence as well as love for Jesus.  It also revealed his overzealousness, his intention to make good his claim that he would not fail Jesus.  But in his rashness Peter forgot to consider the consequences both to himself and all men.  He did not consider that the arrest was necessary for the salvation of the world!  If only Peter would have prayed.

2.  Jesus’ response

Matthew 26:52-54 – 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword.  53 Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  54 How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?”

John 18:11 – So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?”

Luke 22:51 – And He touched his ear and healed him.

3.  Prophecy fulfilled (v. 50)

v. 50 – “And they all left Him and fled.”  What had Jesus told them?

Mark 14:27 – You will all fall away, because it is written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.” 

John 18:8-9 – 8 “I told you that I am He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way,” 9 to fulfill the word which He spoke, “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.”

If only they would have prayed!

Mark’s strange footnote (vv. 51-52)

Conclusion

The parable of the soils

1.  Judas’ deception – hard soil

2.  Foolhardy crowd – rocky soil

3.  Prayerless disciples – thorny soil

4.  Fertile soil
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