Jesus Betrayed, 6

Jesus Betrayed

Mark 14:12-21

February 10, 2008 – Grace Covenant Baptist Church

We have witnessed our fair share of tragedy over the past week:

· Tornadoes in five southern states ravaging homes, businesses and universities taking the lives of 50+

· A gunman walking into a city council meeting in Kirkwood, MO shooting and killing five with the mayor remaining in critical condition
· A gunwoman in at LA Technical College in Baton Rouge, LA shooting and killing 2 female students before turning the gun on herself

· An explosion at the Imperial Sugar Refinery outside Savannah, GA, killing 5 and wounding numerous others.

· 12+ feet of snow in Oregon and massive flooding in Ohio, with many homes lost


These are the incidents that made the news.  These do not take into account the untold numbers of personal tragedies around the world:  Another bomb exploding and killing loved ones; the diagnosis of an untreatable disease; the death of a loved one; the loss of a job just before retirement; the granting of a job or a promotion to one less deserving or less qualified than another.  


Regardless of the purpose, which is difficult for us to reconcile from our perspective, our hope lies in the truth that there in fact exists a purpose, and that it is God’s purpose.  While tragedies like those of the past week take us by surprise, they never take God by surprise because He is sovereign.  He is in control of all things at all times.  


God’s sovereignty is often questioned in events and circumstances that we do not understand.  Well-meaning but ill-informed Christians often make statements in an effort to “get God off the hook” when tragedy strikes.  One woman at a local church made one of those statements concerning the tornadoes that struck on Tuesday night.  Her words of assurance, “God had nothing to do with this.”  But are those really words of assurance?  If God was not in control, then who or what was?  Thankfully, we have the testimony of Scripture that in the good and the bad, God is still on the throne.  We have the testimony of Job:

Job 1:20-22 – 20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped.  21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.

Job 2:9-10 – 9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

We have the testimony of Joseph’s life:
Genesis 50:18-20 – 18 Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”


These are words of reassurance to us in times that are difficult, when tragedy strikes and we don’t know why.  However, we must admit that it is easier for us because we have the sure Word of God; we know the rest of the story.  But what about those times when we don’t know the end result?  Those closest to Jesus experience one of those incidents in our text this morning.  They are faced with uncertainty.  But Jesus gives them some reassuring words in the midst of the trial, which, by the way, was His trial.  
I.   The Occasion of the Betrayal (14:12-16) 


Our story is placed in the last days of Jesus life, specifically at the time of Passover.  Thousands of people crowded the streets of Jerusalem each year to celebrate the feast that marked the remembrance of their forefathers’ deliverance from the bondage of Egypt and the ruthless Pharaoh.  It was a time to celebrate their covenant relationship with the Almighty.  The disciples’ minds are turned to the obvious question, “Where were they, along with their Master, going to celebrate the feast?”   With the events of the day they knew that Jesus was being hunted by the wicked chief priests and scribes, so they were probably thinking of some isolated, secure spot to partake of the meal together.  They knew that the custom was to rent out a place furnished for just such an occasion.  But where?


Jesus’ instructions are very similar to the instructions He gave when entering Jerusalem some four days prior at His triumphal entry.   Just as He did on that occasion, He directs two of the disciples to go into the city.  Luke tells us that the two were Peter and John (Lk. 22:8).  There they would find a man carrying a jar of water on his head.  This in and of itself was an unusual occurrence.  Normally, only women carried the water jars with men toting the wineskins.  When they found this man, they were to follow him to the house that he led them with the following message, “The Teacher says, ‘Where is My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?’” (v. 14).  Jesus assures them that they would be shown a large upper room furnished and ready.  There they were to prepare the meal.


So what is the significance of this event, which given the context was probably somehow prearranged by Jesus?  The significance is rooted in the importance of this particular Passover, which would prove to be unlike any other Passover in Israel’s history with God.  Sinclair Ferguson correctly asserts that the secrecy of the place was not because Jesus feared the chief priests and the scribes, who we learn from John had given orders that if anyone knew Jesus’ whereabouts they were to report to them so that they might arrest Him (Jn. 11:57).
  So why the secrecy?


Of the many reasons given, the primary reason again was the significance of this Passover.  It was important that Jesus celebrate this Passover alone with His disciples.  Kent Hughes notes, “This upcoming meal was easily the most important in the history of the world!  Why? It identified Christ as the Passover lamb par excellence who would deliver Israel.”
  It was significant because the Lamb to be provided for the sins of the world would be slain once for all.  


What does all of this have to do with the sovereignty of God?  God’s sovereignty is seen in the careful attention given to the preparation for the Passover.  This was all the predetermined plan of God for His Son who was being led like a lamb to the slaughter.  Kent Hughes shares this remarkable truth and the assurance that the believer can take in God’s sovereignty, “A God who is in control when the foundations of his own earthly existence are crumbling is a God who can be trusted to sustain us when it appears our life is tumbling in.”
  Contrary to the woman who made the statement, “God had nothing to do with this,” God had everything to do with it.  It was the predetermined, unchangeable counsel of His will!  This is magnified when we take into account what happens next.
II.  The Announcement of the Betrayal (14:17-20)

We know that Judas’ intent was to betray Jesus because of what Mark recorded prior to this in verses 11-12.  But the others did not know what was going on.  Imagine their shock when Jesus announced, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me – one who is eating with Me” (v. 18).  Jesus had given these men a heads up earlier in 10:33, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles” (see also 9:31).  “Will be delivered up” was an announcement of His betrayal.  But these men doubtless had not really considered what Jesus meant in 10:33.  Now He refreshes their memories by announcing that in fact one of them would be the deliverer!


The disciples were shocked. “They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, ‘Surely not I?’” (v. 19).  We can rightly assume that even Judas chimed in announcing his innocence.  Jesus continued to elaborate on the betrayer, “And He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who dips with Me in the bowl” (v. 20).  Jesus’ announcement no doubt rang with horror as these men possibly recalled the treachery of Ahithophel in Psalm 41:9, “Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”


Why didn’t Jesus simply rat Judas out?  Some suggest that, just as Jesus was limited in His knowledge concerning His return, perhaps He did not know it was Judas until he dipped his bread in the bowl with Jesus.  But the gospel accounts indicate that Jesus had full knowledge of His betrayer.  Tradition has it that Judas was seated on Jesus’ immediate left, an honored seat.  The fact that he was even included at the table was an indication of friendship.  Even to the very end, Jesus was a friend of sinners!  As He washed the disciples’ feet in John 13, Jesus, rebuking Peter’s zeal, said to him, “‘He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.’  For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, ‘Not all of you are clean’” (13:10-11).


So again, given the fact that Jesus knew His betrayer, why did He not simply tell the others who it was?  Surely Peter would have taken things into his own hands in seeking justice.  But that is the point!  The events of the evening had to happen just as God before the foundation of the world had ordained them to happen.  God had sovereignly chosen Judas to betray Jesus.  It could not happen any other way.


Here is one of those instances that are difficult for us to understand.  If God knew that Judas would betray His only Son, then why did God allow Jesus to choose Judas in the first place?  And then there is the question, “Could Judas have acted otherwise?  Does God’s sovereignty somehow thwart the will of man?”  These are difficult questions, for sure.  But we must be careful that we do not seek to answer them in a way that appeases our thoughts about God.  God had chosen Judas for this evil, just as He chose Pharaoh and hardened his heart for the evil against His people in Egypt.  But both Judas and Pharaoh acted according to their wills.  They followed the passions and desires of their hearts.  God in His sovereignty permits these evils, whether it be men, natural disasters, or trying circumstances, to serve His purposes.  Does that statement stun you?  Consider The Charleston Confession following statements:

3.1. God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to pass… in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and faithfulness in accomplishing his decree.

5.1. God the good Creator of all things, in his infinite power and wisdom doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures and things, from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence, to the end for the which they were created, according unto his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will; to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, infinite goodness, and mercy.

But the Confession is not our final word, though all it contains is based on the Word of God.  Lest someone say we are basing our theology on a creed, remember the words of Job and Joseph we read earlier.  And hear the words of wisdom from Solomon in Proverbs 16:4, “The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day of evil.” Solomon suggests that even the wicked are used by God for His glory.  Paul wrote to the believers at Thessalonica, “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9).  These were words of encouragement for the persecuted Thessalonians.  But at the very least it implies that some are destined to wrath, those like Pharaoh, Judas, and all men who do not trust Christ as Lord and Savior.  God is not the author of the evil, but God’s decree includes the permission of the sins of men to bring glory to himself out of them.  Again, how all of this works according to the wise providences of God may be difficult for us to understand.  But the purpose I want us to see this morning is that apart from the mercy and grace of God, sin can and will have its effect on our hearts just like it did on Judas.  Again I want to be clear: God chose Judas to be a vessel of destruction, but Judas acted out of the sinfulness of his own heart.  Sinclair Ferguson’s words in describing Judas’ wickedness should serve as a warning to us all, “At first he would not repent; eventually he could not repent.”
  That is the effect of sin on the human heart.  That is not God’s fault, it is man’s.  God cannot be blamed for man’s wickedness.  Every man was created to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  And God will be just in His dealings with all men.  


Given this truth of God’s sovereignty in all thing, we see…
III.  The Necessity of the Betrayal (14:21)


Jesus was not a victim of circumstances.  He tells His disciples that He must go, that is to the Cross, just as it was ordained by God.  “For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him.” (“Son of Man” – 94 times in Ezekiel (human being); 2 in Daniel (Messiah); 30 in Matthew; 14 in Mark; 26 in Luke; 12 in John; 2 in Revelation).  Every event, every circumstance in the life of Christ was the will of God and Christ lived in perfect submission to that will, even death on the Cross.  All that was written in the Old Testament’s prophecies concerning the Son of Man, in His humanity and in His Messiahship, pointed to Christ’s day on Calvary.  Of His birth, His perfect life, His betrayal, His death, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension, His seating at the right hand of the Father, and His glorious return, Jesus declared, “it is written.”  Matthew Henry noted, “If he be betrayed, the next news you will hear of him, is, that he is crucified and slain; God hath determined it concerning him, and he agrees to it… It was written in the counsels of God, and written in the prophecies of the Old Testament, not one jot or tittle of either of which can fall to the ground.”
  What God has done cannot be undone!  God’s determinations cannot be changed unless God’s Word is vanity or unless God can change what He has preordained.  God’s character is at stake.  That is why it was necessary that Jesus not only be betrayed, but that He was betrayed by Judas.


“But woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  With these words we see that God’s sovereignty does not negate human responsibility.  The “woe” that Jesus pronounced is not a vindictive one, nor was it a curse in a the way of a prophet, but according to one commentator, it “reveals a misery which Love itself could not prevent.”
  Jesus assessment: Not to have been born would have been better for Judas.  But he was born, and in the process committed this gruesome deed.  Judas was given every opportunity to repent, and he did not.  Jesus sat him in a place of honor.  Jesus’ words, while misunderstood by the other eleven, were aimed directly at Judas.  He knew he was the one.  And yet he took the bread with no repentance.  His sorrow for his actions caught up with him as he witnessed the atrocities against Christ and he went out and hung himself.  But that was only the beginning of Judas’ misery, for now he lives under the wrath of God for all eternity.  You might argue, “But if God was sovereign, Judas could not repent.”  But again, God will not be blamed.  Judas would not repent because of the sinful deceit of his own heart.  He sat next to God Himself at that Supper, and remained dead in his trespasses and sins.  Unlike Isaiah, who when he caught a glimpse of the holiness of God in the temple and cried out, “Woe is me!” Judas had one thing on his mind, and that was thirty pieces of silver and the gratitude of wicked men.  That is the heart of a man apart from Christ!  Yes, God decreed it.  Yes, God permitted it for His glory.  But God’s sovereignty did not force Judas to betray Jesus, nor did it excuse his wickedness nor lessen his punishment.  Judas was responsible for his own sinfulness and the just due he received according to the righteous judgment of God.

Conclusion


I hope you see this morning that any attempt to make God pacify your difficulty in understanding tragedy and wickedness in the world is nothing more than idolatry.  To try and remove God from the difficult circumstances of this life is to teach a God other than that which is set forth in His holy, unchangeable Word.  While tornadoes and fires and devastating illnesses are real tragedies in this world, the greatest tragedy this world has ever known or ever will know is the slaughter of the innocent Lamb Jesus Christ at Calvary.  And yet, God was absolutely sovereign and delighted in the death of His own Son, “He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief” (Is. 53:9-10).  If God ordained and was pleased in the greatest tragedy of all time, then is it not possible that He might still work providentially in that way today?  Scripture asserts this to be true of Him.  May I encourage you who know Christ this morning to, like God and Christ, delight in all of the circumstances you face on this earth, trusting that God is in control.  He has ordained whatsoever comes to pass for His own glory.  That is the Christian’s great hope in times of tragedy.  God has everything to do with it!


To those who do not know Christ savingly, then know that you are acting the part of the betrayer.  You are no different than Judas who followed the desires of his wicked heart.  Your failure to glorify God by following Christ by faith, living for self rather than for Him, is to betray Him.  However, in the end, you will be handed over to Him.  You will stand face-to-face with your Maker in judgment and you will receive nothing less than Judas received, the eternal damnation of your soul, which, apart from Christ, is condemned already.  Dear friend, won’t you repent of your sin today while you still can?  If not, then Jesus’ words concerning Judas are true for you as well, “It would have been good for you if you had not been born.” 
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