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In John 18:33 Pilate asks Jesus point blank the question that men-fearing Jews were afraid to ask, “Are you the King of the Jews?” (18:33).  Jesus’ answer included the declaration of a kingdom distinct from all worldly kingdoms (18:36), followed by a confession that He had been born for this very purpose—to be a king (18:37).  Regardless of Pilate’s intent later on in John 19:19, Pilate bore witness to this truth in affixing to the cross of Jesus the following: “Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews.”


How one approaches Christ in regard to His royalty is a reflection of their heart.  In Psalm 2:1-3 we read, 1 “Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 ‘Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!’”  Why did these kings act this way?  They did not want to be under the authority of another.  They did not want to submit.


In our text this morning we encounter another group of leaders that refuse to bow the knee.  What we learn from these religious men this morning is you will not truly confess Jesus as the Christ until you are willing to bow to His authority as King.

I.  Christ’s Encounter at the Temple (11:27-33)


“They came again to Jerusalem,” stresses that their coming and entering was a recurring event.  This was Jesus’ third and last public entrance in the ministry of our Lord during this week of His passion when He offered Himself as the Passover Lamb.  He first entered the temple after His triumphal entry (11:11) and then again the following day when He cleansed the temple of the moneychangers and the sellers of doves (11:15).  Remarkably, He now returns to the scene, perhaps to make sure that those He had put out had not returned.  “As He was walking in the temple” Jesus was probably conversing with His disciples.  Luke stated that “He was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel” on this occasion as well (20:1).  We see in this the courage and commitment of our Lord in fulfilling His calling even while in the midst of the tribulation He knew was immediately His.  This tribulation begins in full force as He is approached by a group of men while strolling through the temple one last time.

1. The critics (v. 27)


“And as He was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to Him.”  The definite article makes this group distinct.  These three groups of men formed the three components of the Sanhedrin, Israel’s supreme court made up of seventy-one members though we should not think that they were all present on this occasion.  This group was responsible for ruling and regulating the religious affairs of the entire nation.  “The chief priests” constituted a group or order consisting of the present ruling high priest, those who formerly occupied this high office, and other dignitaries from whose ranks the high priest was usually chosen.  It was this group of men, mostly Sadducees, that had been entrusted with the custody of the temple and who would have been the most disrupted and angered by Jesus’ actions in the temple on the previous day.  It was this group whose profits were severely diminished when Jesus cleared out the moneychangers.  “The scribes,” mostly Pharisees, were the teachers of the law.  They studied and interpreted the law.  Their teaching was done in both the temple and in the synagogue.  “The elders” were the lay leaders of the land.  In ancient Israel an elder was the head of a tribe or a tribal division.  In fact, every city or town of any importance had ruling elders.  These men were typically men of wealth and were readily included with the establishment of the Sanhedrin.


This is not the first time Jesus had encountered these men.  But the significance of this occasion is that this is the first time they “came to Him” in Mark’s gospel.  Geoff Thomas points out:

So here was the religious establishment of the day; the Lord Christ was facing the people whose cherished institutions he had begun to dismantle. He was pronouncing an end to all their structures and activities. The temple was the hub that held Israel together. Without it there would be no holy city, priests and elders and kings, and the start of this has been set in motion by the Lord. It has all run its course. God was about to make all things new.


So these men approach Jesus and it will become evident that they are not there to greet Him.  However, we should not be surprised by their approach.  On three previous occasions Mark mentioned this group as Jesus’ revealed to the disciples that He would be handed over to them (8:31; 9:30; 10:33).  We saw them mentioned last week in the context of wanting to destroy Jesus (11:18).  We will encounter them again in chapters 14 and 15 as they bring trumped up charges against Jesus, seize Him, and have Him crucified.  All of this was the predetermined plan of God (Acts 2:23).  


These were the critics that Jesus encountered in the temple that day.  But we must not get ahead of ourselves.  It was not yet time for Jesus to be handed over to them.  This was only the beginning as evidenced by…

2.  Their questions (v. 28)


In v. 28 they ask Jesus two different questions with the same intent.  First, “By what authority are You doing these things?”  This is a “what” question, seeking to get to the nature of His authority.  They leave “these things” undefined but it certainly refers to at the very least to the incident in the temple the day prior.  But they probably were referring to His entire ministry.  The fact that Jesus demonstrated authority was not what they were questioning.  Again, the purpose for His miracles was to verify His authority.  The fact that He possessed authority and had the right and the power to do these things was unquestionable.  But they were seeking His credentials.  Where did He get the right and the power to do these things, which goes to the heart of their second question, “Who gave You this authority to do these things?”  Here they ask for the source of His authority.  They assumed that it required some previous authorization.  They acknowledged that Jesus ministered as an authoritative religious leader.  However, this authority had never been granted by any rabbi.  So they were asking, “By what right do you do these things?  By whom are you granted this authority?



3.  Jesus’ response (vv. 29-30)


They asked him two questions.  Jesus said, “I will answer you with one.  If you answer Me, I will tell you what you ask.”  Notice Jesus does not emphasize a right or a wrong answer.  He simply requires an answer.  If they answer, He will tell.  “Was the baptism of John from heaven, or from men?”  This was really not an unreasonable question at all.  Their evaluation of John’s authority was a test case that would reveal their qualification to evaluate His own authority.  They asked for His credentials.  Here He asks for theirs.  In His question Jesus implies that the source of His authority was the same as John’s.  Jesus is really making it easy for them.  Here are your alternatives, He says: “from heaven,” that is, form God as the supreme authority or “from men?” having a human origin as a self-assumed activity, something granted by man that John and I took upon ourselves, like the authority you have been granted.  After all, this is your calling.  You are the religious guides for the people and it is your duty to evaluate religious movements and educate and inform the people with the truth.  “Answer Me.”

4.  Their dilemma (vv. 31-32)


Jesus’ response placed these men is a dilemma.  If they replied that John’s baptism was from “from heaven” and consequently “from God” then their failure to respond to John’s ministry would be inexcusable.  After all, it was John the Baptist who had proclaimed Christ as King, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals” (1:7).  It was John who had baptized Jesus and at that moment “a voice came out of the heavens: ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased’” (1:11).  In this we see part of their dilemma.  Jesus Himself had been recognized and baptized by John as King, as Messiah.  To acknowledge that John’s baptism was from heaven, God-ordained, would be to admit that Jesus was King and Messiah.  Therefore, to accept the alternative “from heaven” would be to condemn themselves of unbelief.


On the other hand, if they replied “from men” these men knew they would face a riotous mob, for John was considered by men to be a true prophet.  Not only that, he was a martyred prophet!  To deny that John’s baptism was “from heaven” and accept it “from men” would be to deny that it was divinely commissioned.  This would not set well with men.  Mark says that “they were afraid of the people.”  Luke is even more specific, stating, “all the people will stone us to death” (20:6).  Their fear, in their minds, was justified.  The crowd would have regarded any denial that John was a prophet as blasphemy.  The popularity of John with the people is confirmed by the Jewish historian Josephus, who recorded the opinion of the Jews that the misfortunes that befell Herod Antipas were divine punishment for the death of John the Baptist.


So we see that Jesus’ question posed quite a conundrum to these men.  How would they respond?

5.  Their cowardice (v. 33)


They responded as any unbeliever would when placed in this position.  They told a lie, “We do not know.”  They lied because it was expedient.  They lied because it bought them some time.  They lied, thinking that somehow they were off the hook.  


“We do not know.”  Of course they knew. They believed that John was a mere man, that God had not sent him.  There answer should have been “from men” because that is what they believed.  This had been their belief since the beginning of John’s ministry, when these very men sent a delegation to check him out (Jn. 1:19-27).  They denied John’s baptism from the very start.  They believed that John’s baptism was “from men” but would not say those words because they feared men.  That’s why they weren’t believers.  They were more concerned about what men thought, not God.  They were liars and cowards.  

II.  Christ’s Authority as King


Christ announced to his disciples just before his ascension, “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth.” (Mt. 28:18).  Peter at Pentecost declared, “that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified;” Acts 2:36.  Constant references had been previously made to his kingdom. It was not simply spoken of as the kingdom of God, and kingdom of heaven, but as closely connected with Christ. Luke 22:29, 30; 23:42; John 18:37.


1. Christ as the God-man is Mediatorial king


As Son of God he had the right of rule over the universe.  Of this he emptied himself and became man, that he might become Mediator and do the work of salvation.  Having become man he died on the cross.  On this account he has been exalted, so “that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God, the Father” (Phil. 2:6-11).  Compare Acts 2:36, “God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.”  Also 1 Cor. 15:24-26, 24“Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.”


2. Christ reigns over his spiritual kingdom


In this he secures the final result of the establishment of that kingdom in the persons of all his people when he shall “present the church to himself, a glorious church” (Eph. 5:27).  

Colossians 1:13-14 – 13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

3. He reigns over his visible churches on earth through the laws he has given


He does this through the Spirit by which he dwells in them (1 Cor. 3:16), and by his providences, overruling, controlling, and accomplishing all his purposes. 

Colossians 1:18 – He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

4. The rules over this world as King of Kings

As King of kings and Lord of Lords, causing all things to work together for his ends. 


5.  He rules over the universe

His sway is not limited to earth.  Col. 1:16-17 – 16 “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” 

6.  His Mediatorial reign is not confined to human subjects

His reign extends also to angelic – the angels of heaven are his attendants and his messengers.  Even Satan knew this.  One of his temptations in the wilderness was for Jesus to throw Himself down from, interestingly enough, the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem (Mt. 4:6).  What was the carrot that Satan dangled?  “He will command His angels concerning You.”  


7. He even rules over Satan and his evil angels 


Their exercise of power for evil is permitted only for a time.  Even during that time it is controlled by Christ; so that it is limited by his will, and is, therefore, truly subjected to him.

Conclusion


1.  We share in part now the kingly reign of Christ.

Ephesians 2:4-6 – But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 1:11 – Strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience.

With this comes the authority in the kingdom at present over all those things we mentioned from Boyce concerning the kingship of Christ.  We to some degree have his authority over spiritual forces.

James 4:7 – Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

1 John 4:2-4  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;  3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.  4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.



Further, in the parable of the talents (Mt. 25:14-30) the believer is promised that if he is faithful with what God has given him on this earth, whether it be of little authority or great, then they will given even more.



2.  We will rule and reign with Him for all eternity.

Revelation 22:5 – And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.

Revelation 3:21 – He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.


In exhorting the church at Corinth to properly oversee the things of this world, Paul wrote, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? …  3 Do you not know that we will judge angels?” (1 Cor. 6:2-3).

We come now to the end of our messages on the offices of Christ.  I close with the words of James Benjamin Green which demonstrate how filling these offices Christ meets and fulfills the needs of all men:

As prophet he meets the problem of man’s ignorance, supplying him with knowledge. As priest he meets the problem of man’s guilt, supplying him with righteousness. As king he meets the problem of man’s weakness and dependence, supplying him with power and protection.


Do you know this Christ today?  Have you taken Him as your Prophet, Priest, and King?
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