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We come this morning to the last of Jesus’ healing miracles as recorded in Mark.  Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachers, preached eight sermons on this incident.  It is unique because in it we have the only person healed by Christ in the gospel of Mark whose name is actually recorded.
  The importance of this occasion is magnified as it serves as the last thing we read in the gospel of Mark before Jesus arrives in Jerusalem and begins His final week of passion.  This miracle of healing a blind man stands in sharp contrast to the blindness of the religious leaders he is about to encounter there.
  True faith is marked by perseverance and hope in Christ alone to meet our greatest need.


Before we get into the text itself, we need to recognize that while the story of Bartimaeus is one of the most popular, it is also one of the most controversial because of the apparent contradictions that some say exist in the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  While I disagree with those that say that there are contradictions, I will admit that there is some difficulty in harmonizing all three accounts.  Mark has Jesus leaving Jericho when He is introduced to Bartimaeus (10:46) while Luke has Him entering but does not give his name (Lk. 18:35).  Matthew agrees with Mark that it was while Jesus was leaving Jericho, but his account has two blind men, neither of which is named (Mt. 20:29-34).  Two of these are satisfied rather easily.  While Mark and Luke tell only of one blind man being healed, that does not mean there were not two present.  They both chose to give detail of Bartimaeus and not the other man.  The easiest to reconcile is Mark’s use of Bartimaeus’ name.  Perhaps Mark knew him better than the other writers.  Or maybe Peter, who Mark probably received the account from, knew Bartimaeus and his family, if not at the time the incident took place at some time afterward.  Regardless, it is no contradiction that Mark names him while Matthew and Luke don’t.


But what of Matthew and Mark having Jesus on the way out Jericho while Luke has Him entering town?  This is the most difficult.  The best explanation I came across in my numerous commentaries on the gospel of Mark is the existence of two Jericho’s, an older and a newer.  Derek Thomas even suggests three Jericho’s based on archaeological research.
  He goes on to explain, as others do as well, that possibly Mark is telling us that Jesus was leaving the older Jericho while Luke is telling us that He was entering the new Jericho, rebuilt only about a half a mile from the original location, and that the incident took place on that road, both leaving old and entering new Jericho.  This seems to me to be the most suitable solution while I admit that it might not be the correct solution.  What I do know is this: Scripture was inspired by God and is therefore inerrant and infallible.  It has no contradictions.  So on some sort of level we must agree with William Hendriksen who wrote, “The best answer is, There is, indeed a solution, for this ‘Scripture,’ too is inspired.  However, we do not have that solution!” 

I.  The Condition of Bartimaeus before Jesus Christ (10:46)


Bartimaeus was a wretched man in a wretched condition.  As we have noted in the past concerning those with physical or mental handicaps, not unlike today this man was a social outcast.  We are told that he was blind and, as was his custom, he was sitting by the road begging when Jesus and the crowd passed by that day.  There are two spiritual parallels that we notice concerning Bartimaeus’ condition.


1.  Blind


First, the writers emphasize his physical blindness.  I cannot even begin to imagine what it must be like for one to be blind.  While we cannot be certain whether or not Bartimaeus was born with this condition really makes no difference.  On the day that Jesus came to Jericho, he was blind, totally without sight.  His entire world was utter darkness.  While his other senses were certainly heightened to help adapt to the loss of sight, nothing could help him determine what an object looked like in its entirety.  His mother’s face, a donkey that pulled a wagon, his own cloak were all in some way foreign to him.  A month or so ago Shane (a blind man in our church) was riding with me in my car and out of the blue asked me if my car ran on diesel.  Gerald was sitting in the back seat and being more astute than I noticed the truck in front of us was one that ran on diesel.  As I thought about that incident, I was amazed by the fact that Shane noticed the diesel at all.  But I also was made aware that no matter how fully Gerald or I might describe the truck to him, he could never “see it” in it fullness.  I was made aware again of the discussions I have had with Shane in the past – I can sympathize with him, feel his pain to some degree, but I cannot empathize with him because I have never been blind.


But I can empathize with him, as we all can, when it comes to our spiritual blindness.  Every turn of the story of Bartimaeus has some profound spiritual application.  In this case, we are reminded that without Jesus Christ, we are all blind.  And because of our spiritual blindness, much like those who are physically blind, we live in our own world.  Those who are spiritually blind live under the sway of the world, their sin nature, and the devil, who is called the god of this world in Scripture.  They are totally blind to any and all spiritual things.  That is the condition of all at birth.  They are spiritually blind and can only be given sight by the divine Optometrist, Jesus Christ.  Unless the spirit of Christ opens their spiritual eyes, they remain in the dark even though the glory of the Lord shows all around them.

2.  Beggar


Bartimaeus’ physical condition affected his social position as well.  He was a beggar, impoverished and hungry.  I suppose some might be blind that have somehow come into an affluent situation.  I think of those like Ray Charles and Stevie Wonder who, in spite of their physical handicap were quite successful in the music world.  But that was not the case with Bartimaeus.  There were no RCA’s around and even if there were we are told that he had as his occupation beggar and his office was on a dry, dusty roadside.  There he sat, with his cloak spread out before him, which, by the way, was probably just about all that he had that was his, begging for money, begging for food, begging for something to drink.  Bartimaeus was a blind pauper in Jericho, a city that was hustling and bustling having been rebuilt by Herod Antipas.  But it was also the home of many like him, so he was in competition for alms with those who too would have been alongside him on the roadside.


Again, we see a spiritual application to this as well.  As with sight, we are all born spiritually impoverished.  We are all beggars at the well of God’s grace.  We deserve nothing from Him but judgment, condemnation for all eternity.  And yet it is to He alone we must flee to have our spiritual impoverishment satisfied.  The first Beatitude read, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:3).  Only those who realize that they are outside the kingdom of heaven, only those who recognize that they are “poor in spirit,” spiritual beggars, have the kingdom of heaven as theirs.  It is more than that, but it is certainly not less than that.  


Dear friends, may we all be reminded that we are blinded by sin, we are impoverished by sin.  We too are spiritually blind beggars apart from Christ.  Have you seen the light?  If so, then live as if you are rich!
II.  The Knowledge of Bartimaeus about Jesus Christ (10:47a)


We are not sure how Bartimaeus heard about Jesus.  The name of Christ was certainly more than simply bantered about in the crowd as they arrived in Jericho on their pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover week.  I am sure there were frequent discussions about Jesus teaching and healing, His claim to be the Messiah, and even His announcements to the apostles that He was going to be handed over to godless men to be crucified.  Perhaps there was even discussion on what Jesus meant by being raised on the third day.  Regardless of how or when Bartimaeus heard about Jesus, we see in v. 47 that he has enough knowledge of Jesus to make an informed decision and accurate conclusion about Jesus.  Geoff Thomas notes,
Bartimaeus was not a moron; handicapped people can get treated as if they were simpletons when in fact they are intellectually much brighter than the people shouting at them, or talking down to them. The most important thing about Bartimaeus was that he was a man in the image of God. He could think and reason and rationalise (sic), even though all those faculties had been damaged by sin, as they have in all mankind.


What exactly did Bartimaeus know about Jesus?  
  

1.  Jesus the Nazarene 

Bartimaeus overheard the crowd’s description of this man as Jesus of Nazareth.  This was the man who was born in Bethlehem and grew up in Nazareth, the son of a carpenter.  Perhaps Bartimaeus had heard about His miraculous birth thirty years prior.  He probably did not know the truth that the angel gave in comforting Joseph, where he told him, “Take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Mt. 1:20-21).  He was probably unaware of the spiritual nature attached to the name “Jesus,” which means “salvation” or “deliverer.”  But he did know from all the scuttlebutt that this was the man who had healed the lame, the deaf, the dumb, and yes, the blind.

2.  Son of David 


This was a royal title for Jesus, an open claim of His Messiahship.  In the Greek it is literally, “Son of David, Jesus.”  The added name Jesus identified the person associated with the title.  This is significant because it is the only place in Mark’s gospel where this title is used by anyone other than Jesus Himself (12:35).  It is this very title that so incensed the Jewish leaders during the triumphal entry we look at next week (Mt. 21:15-16).  In using this title, Bartimaeus shows that at the very least he knew more about Jesus than earlier crowds who when asked who Jesus was replied, “John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets” (8:28).  He understood as much as Peter did on that occasion, “You are the Christ,” the Anointed One, the Messiah.  This does not mean that Bartimaeus fully understood the spiritual character of Jesus’ Messiahship.  He probably held the belief that even the apostles still had that Jesus’ kingdom was temporal and political.  But he knew that it was this Messiah who had healed others, proving that His claim was true and it is to Him that He now placed His hope.  Not the crowds, not the apostles, not the religious leaders, but Jesus.


While Bartimaeus probably did not know the spiritual nature attached to these names, all who truly follow Christ as Lord and Savior must have this basic knowledge of Him.  “Jesus the Nazarene” identifies Jesus as a person, and “son of David” describes His purpose and work.  This was a real man, Jesus the Nazarene, born in the royal lineage of David, who had come to seek and to save that which was lost, not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many, and to save His people from their sins.  One must have a basic understanding of what these names represent, the person and the work of Christ, before they can truly know Him savingly.  

III.  The Persistence of Bartimaeus toward Jesus Christ  (10:47b-48)


It is important we see the flow of this narrative.  Bartimaeus knew his condition, and he knew who could cure him.  This is the beginning of salvation for all who would know Him.  But Bartimaeus’ knowledge must be demonstrated.  He does this in his persistent cries, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  The crowd tells him to be quiet.  Perhaps they felt that he was being a nuisance to Jesus on the road to Jerusalem.  He had no time for this man.  Maybe they were concerned about the religious leaders hearing him.  Surely he knew how incensed they would become with him calling Jesus the Son of David.  Maybe there were some who did not believe that Jesus really was the Son of David.  Whatever the reason, they “were sternly telling him to be quiet.”


And then these wonderful words, “But he kept crying out all the more.”  Not once, not twice, but repeatedly cried out all the louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  In spite of the crowd, in spite of Jesus first passing by, in spite of Jesus not answering his initial cry, he persists.  Perhaps this is why Jesus did not answer him the first time.  Maybe He was testing Bartimaeus’ faith, a faith that rest on Jesus past works but also perhaps on the following Scriptures that someone had read to him along the way:

Psalm 81:7 – You called in trouble and I rescued you.

Joel 2:32 – And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered.

Jonah 2:9 – Salvation is from the Lord.

So we see in Bartimaeus’ a persistence that would not be denied until Jesus responded to him.  Nothing or no one was going to keep him from Jesus that day.  And by the way, that little phrase “have mercy on me” is repeated numerous times in the Psalms and is always addressed to Jehovah.  Could it be that Bartimaeus, now crying this to Jesus, has some understanding that Jesus and Jehovah are One?

IV.  The Faith of Bartimaeus in Jesus Christ (10:49-51)


1.  Jesus’ call and Bartimaeus’ response (vv. 49-50)  


How quickly the tune of the crowd changes the moment Jesus stopped to recognize who it was that called out to Him.  They had told Bartimaeus to be quiet.  Jesus said, “Call him here.”  They look at Bartimaeus, who, by the way, is still unable to see them or make any sense out of what is taking place.  “Take courage.  Stand up!  He is calling for you.”  And Bartimaeus rises and goes to Jesus.


There are a couple of things to note here.  First, Jesus did not go to Bartimaeus, but calls him to come to Him.  We might have expected that Jesus, knowing that Bartimaeus was blind and unable to see Him, would go to him.  But He says, “Call him here.”  Bartimaeus serves as a picture of all who are spiritually blind in Christ.  Those in the crowd who called to him knew that those who Christ called He would cure, so they tell him, “Take courage.”  On this gracious call of Jesus, Matthew Henry wrote,

The gracious invitations Christ gives to come to him, are great encouragements to our hope, that we shall speed well if we come to him, and shall have what we come for. Let the guilty, the empty, the tempted, the hungry, the naked, be of good comfort, for he calls them to pardoned, to be supplied, to be succored, to be filled, to be clothed, to have all that done for them, which their case calls for.


Those are wonderful words of truth and encouragement for all who will come to Him.  But the key word is will, those who will come.  In other words, they must come.  Bartimaeus did come to Christ.  We read that he cast aside his cloak, his outer garment, his robe, which I believe serves as a picture of his filthy robes of self-righteousness.  He came to Christ, casting aside his own robe, seeking to put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness.  He cast aside the weight that might so easily beset him and fled to Christ.  Bartimaeus represents a living picture of the old refrain, “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.”  Sinclair Ferguson makes the following remark which all that don’t know Christ need to hear this morning,

Bartimaeus encountered Jesus’ power, not on the basis of his own strength, but in the context of his weakness. The crowd around him believed (rightly) that he had nothing he could contribute to what Jesus was doing. They did not understand that this was not a disqualification from calling on the Lord’s name (in effect, it was they, and not Bartimaeus, who were blind). Bartimaeus brought nothing but his need. But in doing so he fulfilled a fundamental law in God’s kingdom: there is no other way to come to Jesus but on the basis of our need and his adequacy to meet I fully.


2.  Jesus’ question and Bartimaeus’ response (v. 51)  


If we did not understand the truth of what we just discussed, then Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus question, “What do you want Me to do for you?” would seem just as arrogant as that of James and John’s request for authority.  He exclaims out, “Rabboni, I want to regain my sight!”  Here he was, the beggar.  But he does not request alms from Jesus as he had all day from others.  He does not ask for food for his hunger or water for his thirst.  He does not ask Jesus to take him by the hand and lead him home.  Nor had he requested from anyone else in the passing crowd who he was unable to see that they restore his sight.  He comes to Jesus trusting that He alone could cure him.  His response shows that he believed that Jesus not only could but that He would have mercy on the merciless.  He believed that Jesus could fully meet his greatest need.

V.  The Salvation of Bartimaeus through Jesus Christ (10:52)


John 14:6 – “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

I noted with interest as I was reading through chapter 10 and the two very different responses given to Jesus’ question, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  Last week we saw James and John’s request for places of authority.  Jesus responded to their request by telling them that those places were not His to grant.  Only the Father could grant such a request.  But that is not the case here.  Jesus does not tell Bartimaeus that He is unable to grant his request.  Why?  Because only He can give sight to the blind.  He alone can make the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and raise the dead to life.  


But not only should we note notice Jesus’ question.  We must also look with wonder at His compassion for Bartimaeus.  Remember the context for this occasion.  Jesus and His followers are on the road to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, a Passover that Jesus knows to be His very last.  Probably just the day prior He had completed one of the fullest discussions on sacrificial servanthood with His apostles, ending with that wonderful verse, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (10:45).  And now He was on the road to give His life at Calvary.  What a tremendous burden must have lay on Jesus heart as He passed by Bartimaeus on this day.  And yet He stopped and took time to once again demonstrate His compassion and to fulfill His mission “to seek and save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  He still stops and listens to those who call out to Him today.  He still listens to the prayers for help from those who know they are helpless.  He still meets the needs of those recognize their need and who come to Him, believing that He alone can meet their need.  


Bartimaeus response was proper because it was a faithful response.  His response looked not to self but was focused on Christ.  Therefore, Jesus looks at him and says, “‘Go; your faith has made you well.’  Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road.”
Conclusion


Bartimaeus bore the marks of one who is a true follower of Christ, the marks that Jesus Himself had set forth: “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me” (8:34).  Have you done that this morning?  Or do you still hold onto your cloak of self-righteousness?  Have you recognized your blindness today and cried out to Christ for mercy?  Or do you revel in your blindness, taking comfort in the your flesh, the world, and the devil?  Have you cried out to Him and feel that He has not heard your cry?  Then dear friend, cry and cry again!  But cry in belief that He alone can meet your need today.
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