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We begin this morning to consider the first of two texts that include the same question asked by our Lord on two different occasions, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  The question is the same, but the responses are quite different.  This morning we look at the wrong response to Jesus’ question by James and John.  Next week we will look a t a much more favorable response by blind Bartimaeus.


One of the requirements of my post-graduate studies at Southern Seminary was a class on Christian Leadership.  I must admit that I do not remember much from that class.  But one of the things I do remember was the contrast the professor made between managers or administrators and leaders.  Managers manage.  They may or may not be good leaders and those under them may or may not serve them or obey their demands joyfully.  Leaders on the other hand by definition always have those who willingly and joyfully follow them.  Leaders have followers.  

Another point the professor brought out is that one who leads has to have first followed, learned, believed, and/or understood whatever it is he is leading.  There is some foundation that has been laid, something or someone else that they have followed, prior to become leaders themselves.  In other words, there has been some example set before them that they model as leaders.


It is to the topic of spiritual leadership that Jesus draws our attention this morning.  We see the principles of following and leading set forth out as Jesus continues to prepare His apostles for His departure from this earth.  Then, the reins of leadership would be turned over to them.  These days in the life of Christ and the apostles serve as a crisis moment for the Church that would soon be born.  Of course, this crisis moment was under the sovereignty of God and would serve His providential purpose.  What we learn from this text is that only those who follow Christ as He prescribes make for godly leaders.  Christian leadership is on a different plane altogether than that of the world.  As one seminary’s web site puts it, “Leadership is a widely discussed topic both inside and outside of Christian circles today.  Spiritual leadership, however, is a distinctive brand, often turning upside down the perspectives, principles, and methods of leadership of other sorts.”
  This is what Jesus is showing His apostles in His last days.
I.  The Principle for Following (10:28-34)


As we work our way through this section of our text, I want you to ask yourself, “How is my following?  Who or what am I really following today?”  


These verses serve as a sort of segue between the incident and teaching concerning the rich young ruler and the triumphal entry of our Lord into Jerusalem in chapter 11.  “Behold” is a word of contrast to introduce an announcement.  We see in Peter’s statement a desire for some clarification concerning what it means to follow Christ.  There are three things we note concerning this following.


1.  The condition for following (v. 28)  


Peter looked at Jesus and said, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.”  Peter cries out, “The rich young ruler would not follow you.  He would not give up his riches.  But we, who have much less than him, have given up everything.” There are two schools of thought related to Peter’s statement.  Was this said in a pretentious and self-seeking tone?  Or was Peter disheartened at the thought that a rejected and crucified Messiah can have no rewards for his followers?  The latter of these seems to be correct given the word order and Jesus’ words that follow where Jesus describes the radical nature of salvation.  There is no room for partial faith or sporadic following in God’s plan of salvation.  Salvation requires radical faith, a whole-hearted surrender of all of one’s life to Him.  This is where the rich young ruler failed and we almost sense Peter’s bewilderment here.  “Jesus, we have left our jobs and our homes and our families behind.”  And Peter is certainly just in his reminder.  They had left those things behind.  We have no indication that any of them hesitated when Jesus came calling, “Come, follow Me.”  But now, in light of Jesus imminent crucifixion, how would they receive their rewards?  Or better yet, had they done enough to receive Christ’s blessing?  Peter’s uncertainty seems to stem from the answer Jesus gave to their question, “Who then can be saved?”  Jesus replied in v. 27, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”  


Peter’s question, regardless of the nature or the intent of his asking, contains the very heart of the condition for following Jesus.  Jesus’ response to him is a response to every one who truly forsakes all in His service.  However, this is not to be a mere personal, earthly attachment to Him as perhaps the disciples still had, but must include an understanding of the nature of the gospel.  There is a cost to following Him that we would do well to remind those that profess Christ of in the church today.  We must share the good news of Jesus Christ and the grace of God alone in saving man.  But we must not sugarcoat the responsibility of what true repentance and faith looks like.  It begins with denying self and anyone and everything attached to self on this earth.  And it requires a turning to Him, faith in Him, a continual following and depending upon Him and believing that He alone is sufficient to meet your every need because He alone knows your needs better than you.  Dr. Al Mohler recently stated,
We must understand that Christianity is not a mood. It is not an emotion. It is not a feeling. It is not an amorphous set of beliefs. It is established by the truth of God’s Word, by the saving reality of God’s deeds in Jesus Christ, around certain definite doctrines without which it is not possible to exercise the kind of faith that saves.


2.  The blessing for following (vv. 29-31)  


Jesus’ response to Peter offers wonderful words of encouragement to those who have counted the cost and truly followed Him.  He expands on the necessity of sacrifice in the life of a true follower.  However, as we see here, sacrifice does not necessarily mean loss.  To all who make sacrifices on account of the gospel, Jesus promises manifold blessings, both on this earth, “in the present age,” and in eternity, “in the age to come.”  And we notice that the blessings of this age include “persecutions.”  The world, the unbeliever, and the spurious believer cannot and do not understand the blessings associated with suffering for the sake of Christ, of taking up our own cross while following Him.  Mark interjects this little caveat of persecutions and reminds us that they are part and parcel of living for Christ.  J. C. Ryle captures the essence of these blessings well,

They shall have not only pardon and glory in the world to come. They shall have even here upon earth, hopes and joys, and sensible comforts sufficient to make up for all that they lose. They shall find in the communion of saints, new friends, new relations, new companions, more loving, faithful, and valuable than any they had before their conversion. Their introduction into the family of God shall be an abundant recompense for the exclusion from the society of this world.


All who leave home and family and fortune for His sake and for the gospel’s, not for themselves, mind you, not for the benefits they will receive, great and glorious as they are because of His great love, but for Him, will be blessed.  To follow Him is to follow Him.  I once was asked, “If you knew there was no heaven, would you still follow Him?”  Let that sink in.  Yes, it is a moot question because we know there is a heaven that awaits the believer.  But it helps us to gain a perspective on why we are following Him.  Are we in it for the rewards or the Rewarder?  For the blessings or the Blessor?  For the gift or the Giver?  To put it bluntly, are we in it for us or for Him?


That is why we would also do well to notice the warning attached to these words of blessing, “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”  Make no mistake about it.  Jesus is clear that only those who humbly follow Him will receive this blessing.  Only the lowest will be made highest, the last, first.  There was one of the Twelve present with Jesus that day that who heard Jesus speak.  This man would have been thought foremost among the Twelve, first among equals based upon his selection to be the keeper of the money bag.  The treasurer would be one who could be trusted, one who was careful with money.  Yet we know that in the end that man, Judas Iscariot, fell away.  The first became last.  There was another probably present in the crowd that day.  He was a Jew among the Jews, Pharisee of Pharisees, having sat at the feet of the great teacher Gamaliel, one zealous for the law and perhaps without equal among the Jews.  But a man named Saul was converted to Christ.  The last was made first when our Lord struck him down on the road to Damascus and this man, then named Paul, saw himself not as first, but as a the chief of sinners.  And when he later became an apostle, he considered himself least of all of them, not in rank or order, but because of his sinfulness to have become one of them at all.  Judas Iscariot never exhibited humility and therefore was never exalted.  Paul, when he considered himself the lowest, was raised up to serve and follow Christ as one of the great apostles.  Jesus says, “Beware, many are those like Judas.  Many are those that consider them first who have no place in the kingdom.”  Beware how you consider yourself and seek to know yourself as Christ knows you. 


Of course, the only way we can do this is when we understand the foundation for following found in vv. 32-34.


3.  The foundation for following (vv. 32-34)


Here Jesus gives the third, final, and fullest announcement of His impending death, burial and resurrection to the disciples.  It contains the essence of the gospel, which serves as the only foundation for following Him.  Remember, the apostles did not have a very good track record in the prior announcements concerning the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.  Peter tried to divert Jesus on the first occasion, leading to Jesus’ saying, “Get behind Me, Satan” (8:31-33).  On the second occasion, the apostles begin to argue over who would be the greatest in the kingdom (9:30-35).  One would think that by the third announcement these men would have understood.  But the response of James and John show that they were still focused on an earthly reign of Christ.  They still did not grasp the spiritual nature of the kingdom of God and the rule and reign of Christ in the kingdom of heaven.

II.  The Principle for Leading (10:35-45)


As we work our way through this section of our text, I want you to ask yourself, “How am I as a follower of Christ leading?” You are leading by your example, positive or negative.  Someone is following your lead, good or bad.  How are you leading?  What type of example are you to others?  Do you reflect the glory of Christ and the gospel or the ways of the world?


1.  A negative example (vv. 35-41) James and John misguided zeal and desire for authority.

2.  The positive example (vv. 42-45) Jesus Christ (focal point – v. 45)

Conclusion


Authority in the kingdom is granted only through sacrifice.  This narrative, along with its positive counterpart in next week’s text, serves as the conclusion of the entire narrative that began in 8:34, “If anyone wishes (or desires) to come after Me (or follow Me) must first deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”  In the negative example given this morning, we see that some of the disciples did not yet grasp the magnitude of denial of self and bearing a cross.  There is no place in Scripture for one following Christ on their own terms!
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