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Man is confused today about how to properly approach God: how they might come to Jesus and how they might know Him.  This is perhaps a direct correlation to what takes place in many pulpits across this land when the church gathers.  The gospel is offered at a discount and God’s grace is cheapened.  A man is led to believe that he can somehow accept “Jesus into his heart” and “make Him Lord” later.  Others are told that all they have to do is walk down an aisle, shake the preacher’s hand, say a prayer, and they can be assured that they have received eternal life.  Still others are given the assurance of eternal life according to their works.  Their works mean something and surely a God who is a God of love will accept their best efforts on His behalf.  Others rely on their baptism as really saving them and bringing them into a right relationship with God.  Whatever the reason might be, man is often confused today in how Jesus Christ can be approached rightly.


This morning I want to open and close this message with the same question: How have you approached Jesus Christ today?  How do you approach God?  It is not by accident that our narrative this morning immediately follows Jesus’ teaching concerning children.  How a child could come to Him, humbly and in total dependence upon Him.  Jesus said that one should not refuse anyone who comes to Him like a child.  Then He offers this man who, at the end of the day, is the exact opposite of a child.  This man reminds us that one should examine their hearts as to how they approach the Almighty.
I.  A Sincere Inquiry (10:17)


 This man comes to Jesus as He was setting out on a journey.  As He is leaving, this man runs up to Him, kneels before Him, and asks, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”


1.  The character of the inquirer 


We get a picture of this man’s character from the combined narratives of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  None of these traits are evil in and of themselves but become snares or weights that beset us when they become our pursuit.

(1) Rich  


Matt. 19:22; Mark 10:22 – “owned much property” 


Luke 18:23 – “extremely rich”



MATERIALISM – Love of money, pursuit of things



Breeds a lack of contentment

1 Timothy 6:9-10 – 9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
(2) Young (Matthew 19:20)


Our culture is constantly bombarded with youthfulness (TV ads).  Again, this man had no control over being young.  But when one is consumed by youthfulness, to look a certain way and live a certain way, then it becomes a pursuit that is dangerous.  

WORDLY SELF-INTEREST – look a certain way, be a certain way

IMMATURITY


We have no evidence that this man’s problem was pursuit of youthfulness.  But perhaps his immaturity due to his youth led to a pursuit of self-interest, of world gain.



(3)  Ruler (Luke 18:18)



UNWILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT TO AUTHORITY


2.  The approach of the inquirer – demonstrates his sincerity

(1) He “ran up to Him” – not by night, like another ruler in the synagogue named Nicodemus

(2) He “knelt before Him” – assumes the posture (outwardly) of humility

He did not come spitefully to test Him like the lawyer in Luke 10:25.
(3) His acknowledgement – “Good Teacher”


Expressed great admiration for Jesus.  The scribe simply called Jesus “Teacher.”  The Pharisees sometimes expressed that Jesus was “good” based upon His miracles, which verified His teaching, and their understanding that the ability to perform such things must have come from above.  But this man called Jesus “Good Teacher.”  What did he mean by this.  Jesus asked him that very question that we will look at in a moment.


3.  The magnitude of the inquiry


“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  Make no mistake about it—the man’s question was of crucial importance.  It was a question with eternity at stake.  It is one of the most important questions any person can ask.  


But we begin to notice a flaw in the man’s approach with the word “do.”  The scribe in Luke asked the same question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The rich young ruler was a good Jew, a leader in the synagogue.  He was used to outward obedience to the Law, works righteousness.  But something was missing.  Something was not quite right.  This man somehow knows that he is falling short in the fact that he approached Jesus with this question.  He must have believed that he had not yet inherited eternal life.  


But the flaw is exposed as well in his request for an inheritance.  Those who truly come to Christ as Scripture sets forth—according to Scripture alone, by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, for God’s glory alone—have already received an inheritance that can never be lost.  But this man appears to be focusing on his inheritance here on this earth.  Much like the prodigal, this man wanted it all now, and forever.  Perhaps he misunderstood what eternal life suggests.

II.  The Savior’s Reply (10:18-21) 


John Calvin opens his Institutes of Christian Religion, “Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid wisdom, consists almost entirely in two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves… Men are never duly touched and impressed with a conviction of their insignificance, until they have contrasted themselves with the majesty of God.”
  Jesus responds to the young man in a way that I am sure he was not expecting.  Jesus was not trying to douse the young man’s enthusiasm but rather awaken him to his true spiritual condition.  His response was twofold:


1.  Knowledge of God and Christ (v. 18)

Jesus responds, “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.”  In our culture, we use the word “good” rather flippantly and often in a way that is not good English.  Often we are asked, “How are you doing?”  And our response often is, “I am good.”  However, in this usage, “good” has a moral connotation.  So unless one means that one is morally “good” then they are using the word inappropriately.  Or sometimes we polish off a meal or a dessert and we say, “The was good!”  Again, a steak or a piece of pie has no moral quality.  


This attachment of “good” to morality was prevalent in Jewish thought in Jesus day.  God was preeminently good, so much so that it was unusual to apply the term to anyone else.  This man, being a ruler in the synagogue, would have known the writings of the Old Testament:


1 Chronicles 16:34 – O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good.


2 Chronicles 5:13 – They praised the LORD saying, “He indeed is good.”


Ezra 3:11 – They sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying, “For He is good.”


Psalm 106:1; 107:1; 118:1, 29; 136:1 – Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good.


That was the main reason for Jesus’ question and statement.  It was not a disclaimer of His goodness or His deity.  It was a response to the man’s rather casual or superficial way of using the word “good.”  Jesus was saying, “Do you really know what you just said?  Why do you call Me good when we both know that God alone is good?  Are you suggesting that I and the Father are One?

Kent Hughes – Jesus was attacking the man’s shallow use of the word to get him to think about what he was saying, with the purpose of elevating him to understand that Jesus really is God!


John 17:3 – “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

2.  Knowledge of self (vv. 19-21)

a.   Law (v. 19) – Second tablet only for obedience to those commands toward our fellow man reflects the piety we have in God.

Threefold use of the Law (Reformers in general and Puritans in particular):

(1) Reveal one’s sinfulness 

(2) Moral restraint on society 

(3) Rule of faith for believers
The issue for this young man relates to the first use of the Law.  

Louis Berkhof – The law serves the purpose of bringing man under conviction of sin, and of making him conscious of his inability to meet the demands of the law. In that way the law becomes his tutor to lead him unto Christ, and thus becomes subservient to God’s gracious purpose of redemption.


R. C. Sproul remarks concerning the first use of the Law that it:

Is to be a mirror. On the one hand, the law of God reflects and mirrors the perfect righteousness of God. The law tells us much about who God is. Perhaps more important, the law illumines human sinfulness. Augustine wrote, “The law orders, that we, after attempting to do what is ordered, and so feeling our weakness under the law, may learn to implore the help of grace.” The law highlights our weakness so that we might seek the strength found in Christ. Here the law acts as a severe schoolmaster who drives us to Christ.

Galatians 3:24 – Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.


This is not to suggest that the Law can save a person.  The Law cannot save you—it condemns you.  But it condemns you to drive you to Christ who alone can save you because of His perfect obedience to the Law.  He alone is an adequate sacrifice to meet the righteous demands of God’s holy justice.

Matthew Henry – Ignorance of the extent and spiritual nature of the divine law, makes people think themselves in a better condition than they really are.

b.  Outward obedience (v. 20) – all that the Jews generally aimed at.

“And he said to Him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.’”  Jesus had driven him to the Law, and yet the man was unwilling to admit his sinfulness.  He was like Paul, formerly called Saul, prior the road to Damascus and the days following when he was confronted with the full force of the Law.  Prior to that, Paul thought that he was alive, when he was spiritually dead, 

Romans 7:9 – I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died

Philippians 3:6 – As to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

This rich, young ruler is right where Paul was some years later.  He was focusing on his outward obedience and trusting in his own self-conscious righteousness.  He was blind to see what he was really like on the inside, having a heart that was deceitful and desperately wicked.  In actuality, this man thought that he was “good” in a moral sense by his presumed outward adherence to the Law.

John Calvin – Our feeling of ignorance, vanity, want, weakness, in short, depravity, reminds us that in the Lord, and none but He, dwell the true light of wisdom, solid virtue, exuberant goodness… We cannot aspire to Him in earnest until we have begun to be displeased with ourselves.

John 3:19-21 – 19 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”

c.  The real test (v. 21)

“Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”


Jesus, sensing the man’s sincerity and earnestness, “felt a love for him.”  
- Negative (“sell all”) and positive (“follow Me”)

III.  The Sad Response (10:22)


“But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.”

1.  Grieved by Christ’s words

2.   Gained nothing

3.  Jesus let him go

Conclusion


How have you approached Jesus Christ today?
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