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This morning we look at three separate groups of people.  Each of these groups represents an attitude of the heart towards Jesus Christ.  In our text, Jesus continues His ministry on this earth, pressing on towards those final days that we begin to celebrate today on Palm Sunday.  Each of these groups will be represented when Jesus rides into Jerusalem, seated on a donkey as prophesied.  Some of these will hail Jesus with multiplied Hosannas.  Some will have their ire raised to the nth degree.  Some will jump on the Jesus bandwagon and jump off as the events of the week progress, culminating in Christ’s crucifixion.  But most will remain consistent in their beliefs concerning Christ even after His resurrection, the greatest sign given from heaven that Jesus is the perfect Son of God.  Some would believe, others would continue in their unbelief, even having witnessed the miraculous events of the day of Calvary and the resurrected Christ.  The question before us this morning is, “Are you satisfied with the person and work of Christ alone for righteousness and reconciliation to God?”

I.  Fully Satisfied – The crowd (8:1-10)

  Much has been written concerning the similarities between this event, known as “the feeding of the 4,000,” and its counterpart that we looked at some weeks ago in Mark 6 with “the feeding of the 5,000.”  Those that believe that both of these events refer to the same miracle point to a couple of facts beyond the similarities found in both.  Some lean on the fact that only Matthew and Mark relate both miracles separately, while Luke and John refer to only one.  Others base their belief on the oral tradition prevalent during the time of the Apostles, the fact that things were handed down orally and that details were often altered a bit upon each retelling of the story.  Others add that Matthew and Mark wished to emphasize one single miracle and do so by retelling it.


However, the belief that these two miracles refer to a single event does not hold much weight when one looks beyond the similarities, which are evident, to the differences, which are also evident.  Here we have 4,000 people mentioned, period (v. 9), representing the total number of people.  In the other, 5,000 men which would not have taken into account women and children present.  Therefore, the crowd on this occasion is significantly smaller than the crowd in Mark 6.  This crowd had been with Jesus for three days according to both Matthew (15:32) and Mark (v. 2).  That was not the case with the 5,000 who had only been with Jesus and His disciples for one day (Mt. 14:15; Mk. 6:35; Lk 9:12).  There were five loaves in the prior miracle, with seven mentioned here.  The number of fish that Jesus is given is not specified here where two are specified in the prior miracle.  The number of baskets of leftovers is different, twelve in the 5,000 and seven here, though the word used for “baskets” is different in the Greek, the word used here referring to a larger basket so there may have actually been more leftovers here though less baskets.  Here there is no green grass for them to sit on, which signifies either a change in location, a change in season, or both, which is likely.  The prior miracle was among a primarily Jewish population, this among primarily Gentiles.  In this story, Jesus blesses the food twice where He only did so once in the prior miracle.  Here the people are not told to sit down in groups as before.  Here the disciples concern is not so much in providing food for this many people, as was the case before, but in even finding food in so barren a place.


Given all of these differences, differences that cannot honestly be satisfied by simply writing this off to the altering of oral tradition, one would be right to infer that these are two separate miracles performed by our Lord.   And by the way, oral tradition in Jesus’ time was very accurate when compared with today because oral tradition was the only means of communication for most.  The only means of passing along historical events and something of importance was orally.  


But the most telling evidence that these are two separate miracles is Jesus’ own words.  In vv. 19-20 of our text, Jesus makes a clear distinction between these two events, referring to the miracle of the 5,000 in v. 19 and to the miracle of the 4,000 in v. 20.  It is one thing to say that Matthew and Mark allude to a single miracle and retell it for emphasis.  It is quite another to suggest that they make up the words of Jesus.  If we cannot believe the words of Jesus, all of the words of Jesus as recorded in the Scriptures by holy men by the inspiration of God, then we are hopeless.  If we cannot trust Jesus words, then there is nothing in the Bible that can be trusted.


So we must agree that these are two separate events.  Geoff Thomas gives this compelling illustration:

Someone will point out the parallels between the two incidents, but agreement between two accounts of feeding multitudes of people is no proof that the second is a fictional repetition of the first. Consider the fact that it was two planes, one after another, that flew into the Twin Towers in New York on September 11th… Planes hit and destroyed New York skyscrapers on two separate occasions on the same morning. Will anyone in two thousand years' time write a Ph.D. thesis on the theory that it only occurred once, and that a conspiracy explains why the world was led to believe that it happened twice? What nonsense! Even in our own lives coincidences occur far more frequently than we think.


So why do both Matthew and Mark share both of these miracles?  First, as was the case with the first feeding, was to demonstrate that He was the Bread of Life.  When one truly understood the truth that Jesus alone was true Bread they understood virtually everything there was to know concerning His person and work.  As He once again demonstrates to the 4,000, He has compassionate mercy for the helpless (v. 2).  So helpless was this group that if Jesus were to send them away they would collapse from hunger, having not eaten for three days and some having a long journey home ahead of them (v. 3).  In spite of the disciples lack of faith (v. 4), Jesus once again gathers up provisions, multiplies them, and gives and gives and gives to the disciples to feed the people, a testimony of His omnipotent provision.  And we read in v. 8, just as was the case with the 5,000, “they ate and were satisfied” which shows the full satisfaction and sufficiency of our Lord, with leftovers to spare.  He is the compassionate, omnipotent, sufficient Bread of Life.


A second purpose for sharing both miracles was that Jesus wanted the disciples to understand that He was not Bread for the Jews only, but for Gentiles as well.  This feeding follows right on the heels of the faith of the Syrophoenician woman, where we see Jesus giving her the crumbs, and the healing of the Gentile deaf and mute man.  Both of these miracles demonstrated that a change from the Old to the New was occurring in Christ.  In repeating this miracle amongst the primarily Gentile crowd, Jesus is reiterating the truth that salvation in Him was for all tongues, tribes, peoples, and nations.  Some, perhaps spiritualizing a bit, draw attention to the baskets and the leftovers: twelve baskets in the 5,000 representing God’s provision for the twelve tribes of Israel and seven baskets, the number of fullness or completeness, as showing Christ’s perfect provision for the entire world.  


Kent Hughes summarizes the importance of this miracle:

The people came to Christ famished. They were so hungry that Jesus feared they might collapse on the way home. But when their power to eat was exhausted, Christ’s power to feed them was not! Whatever the Lord has given us, there is still far more for him to give us. Our souls, so to speak, are elastic. The more we eat, the more they expand. The more they expand, the more we are able to eat. None of us has ever eaten as much as he wants to give us. We are meant to hunger, and to eat and eat and eat. ‘Listen, disciples,’ he says by this grand miracle, ‘I am sufficient for the whole world and all its needs. Learn it well.’


That is the very truth we looked at on Sunday night a few weeks ago in describing the different types of spiritual thirst.  Those that are fully satisfied, whether it be in their thirst or in their hunger, are left longing for more because they have tasted of the goodness of Christ.  Satisfaction brings with it a deeper thirst, a deeper hunger, for Christ.  None of us has ever eaten as much as He wants to give us.


There is a third reason that this miracle is repeated, that is for the purpose of teaching His disciples.  We will look at this more fully in a moment.  But first, having looked at the crowd, which was fully satisfied with Christ and His provision, we now look at another group that was never satisfied regardless of Christ miracle-attesting power.

II.  Never Satisfied – The Pharisees (8:11-13)


 Jesus has another confrontation with the Pharisees.  Matthew notes that the Sadducees were also present on this occasion (16:1) and in all probability there were also some Herodians in the mix as indicated by Jesus in v. 15.  Mark chooses to emphasize the Pharisees on this occasion as they represent the irreverence that each of these had towards Jesus.  We might call them miracle junkies, as they were always looking for another miracle, never satisfied with the miracles that Jesus performed to verify His person and His work.  We note this with interest because it is this same group that accused Jesus of being a false prophet, even an agent of Satan, because Jesus had performed miracles (3:22).  Mark gives the real purpose of their seeking what they call “a sign from heaven,” another attesting miracle.  It was “to test Him.”


Kim Riddlebarger provides an excellent synopsis of the intent of the Pharisees here from the Old Testament.  In Deuteronomy 13:1-5 we read the following command from God to the Israelites:

1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.

This is the context by which the Pharisees approach Jesus, seeking a sign “to test Him.”  Riddlebarger unveils their scheme as follows:

While the biblical mandate for such a sign is found throughout the Old Testament, such as in Deuteronomy 13:1-6, this request as put to Jesus by the Pharisees actually amounts to Jesus doing something to prove that he is not a false prophet and that he has God’s favor. Such a demand is not only a personal insult of the first order, it is the clearest proof yet that the Pharisees are absolutely blind to the truth. They have seen the miracles Jesus has performed, and have been more than willing to attribute the source of them to Satan rather than to God. In fact, there’s a trick behind their question. If Jesus performs yet another sign for them, they will use it to invoke the sanction of Deuteronomy 13:2-5 against Jesus that he is a false teacher, and they will attempt to put Jesus to death. But Jesus knows what is in their hearts. He will not do what they want. Besides, what on earth could Jesus do now to convince them that he is, in fact, who he claims to be? Even after Jesus rises again from the dead, these same men will continue to reject him. If this is not proof of the old adage, “none are so blind as those who will not see,” I don’t know what is.


That is what the Pharisees were up to.  They were trying to once again trip Jesus up and have Him provide some justification for their seeking to have Him put to death.  Jesus had already given them all the evidence they needed to come to faith.  But that was not their heart.  They wanted to justify their self-righteousness.  The Pharisees were without excuse.  They could not plead ignorance, nor could they say that God did not give them sufficient information to make an informed decision and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  The problem was not lack of evidence.  The problem was their heart.  No matter how many evidences Jesus gave, they would still not believe.  The issue is that Jesus called them sinners and they didn’t like it.  Further, Jesus acted without seeking their approval and it offended them.  As Riddlebarger points out, “It is not that Jesus failed to give them a reason to believe.  He had.  It is that Jesus summons men who think themselves to be righteous to repent, exposing them to be sinners just like the rest of us.  And this call to repent infuriates them.  How dare Jesus speak of the Pharisees as sinners!”


But that describes the sinful man’s heart.  They are never satisfied with the righteous requirements of God but remain satisfied in their self-righteousness.  Anything that crimps their style is repulsive to them.  They would rather live according to their own schemes, seeking to make themselves right with God, rather than admit their sinfulness, confess and repent of their sins, and follow Christ by faith.  This requires too much of them.  They would have to change their lifestyle and serve Christ rather than the flesh.  So sinful man apart from Christ continues to test Christ much like these Pharisees.  The Pharisees were not interested in miracles.  They were simply interested in confirming their unbelief.


Geoff Thomas reveals the wickedness of this type of demand:

“This is the basis on which we’ll believe in you,” they said, “if you perform a miracle right now we’ll become your disciples.” Let him send the sun back a few degrees. Let a shower of stars fall from the heavens. Let the sea be parted. They laid down conditions for receiving him as the Son of God. He had to do what they said, and when they said it, and if he passed their test then they might serve him. “Let him prove to us that he is the incarnate Son of God.” Of course this attitude turns everything upside down. In the experiences of our lives it isn’t God who is being tested, we are being tested. Don’t try to reverse things. Don’t say, “I’m putting God to the test. I don’t know if he is all he’s cracked up to be, whether he exists and whether he loves me or not.” So God has to do certain things, and if he does he will pass muster. That is not how it can be. You have to realise (sic) that the Bible is actually testing us, and the Christ of the New Testament is searching us every time we get close to it. The question is are you willing to follow Christ. We don’t put him to the test. He raises Jairus’ daughter, and he drives out a demon from a Greek woman’s girl, and he walks on the water, and he feeds the multitudes, and every time he does something like that he is testing us. “I have done all this, and still you are not satisfied. You still want more. You always are seeking more.”


Does that describe your heart this morning?  One more evidence, one more requirement of Jesus, one more proof that Jesus is who He says He is.  Dear friend, you need to understand that Jesus is who He says He is – period.  And if you die apart from repenting of your sins and turning to Him by faith, trusting Him and Him alone to make you righteous, then you will face the eternal judgment of God in your unrighteousness.  The problem is not with a paucity of evidence for Jesus Christ being the Son of God.  The problem is the enmity of your own heart towards God.  And while you remain hard in your heart, seeking more evidence, the result will be the same for you as for these obstinate Pharisees.  Jesus, sighing deeply in His spirit because of their unbelief, says, “No sign will be given.”  All the signs we need, all the miracles we need, have been given to us fully and finally in His Word.  With this, you too are without excuse.  You can plead neither ignorance nor lack of evidence.  The only case you can make before a holy God is unbelief.  And that is a damning case to make.

III.  Oblivious – The disciples (8:14-21)


We turn now to the third group in our text, the disciples.  We have seen the crowd – fully satisfied.  We have seen the Pharisees – never satisfied.  The word that describes Jesus’ disciples on this occasion – oblivious!  It is here that the context of the feeding of the 4,000 really takes shape.  We read in v. 14 that the disciples had forgotten to take bread for the journey.  They only had one loaf and that had to feed 13 people, the Twelve and Jesus.  They begin to discuss among themselves where they would find bread to satisfy their hunger.  One loaf would not suffice.  Amazingly, the disciples thought that they were in trouble because they only had a single loaf.  How would their physical need be met?


Without reading any further, we stop and ask ourselves, “What in the world were they thinking?  Where had their heads been when Jesus fed the multitudes with much less per capita than they now had?”  Here they sat with Jesus who had already demonstrated to them on two prior occasions, one that very day, that a lack of bread is no obstacle for our Lord.  And yet they wonder, “Where are we going to get bread?”


Needless to say, Jesus had had enough.  As Kent Hughes aptly points out, “Apart from Christ’s agitation with his disciples in Gethsemane, and with Peter when he objected to the Cross, there was nothing like our Lord’s frustration with the Twelve here.  Humanly speaking, he counted on being misunderstood by the Pharisees, but not by his intimates.  How could they misunderstand?”


Jesus serves a warning in v. 15, “Watch out!  Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”  A Jew, such as the disciples were, would know that leaven was symbolic of the wickedness of the human heart.  A small amount of leaven, or yeast, has a drastic affect upon the whole, just as a small amount of yeast causes a whole loaf of bread to rise.  The Pharisees asked for yet another sign, which shows how deeply the evil of their own hearts had affected them.  The disciples knew of Herod’s evil plots for power that demonstrated the leaven in his heart.  Jesus here warns them that they too were dabbling with the leaven.  Their own hearts were dull.  Just as the Pharisees and Herod, they were seeing, but not perceiving.  They were hearing, but they were not understanding.


Jesus then vents His frustration in hopes of waking the disciples up in vv. 17-21.  He sends a barrage of questions.  “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart?  18 HAVING EYES, DO YOU NOT SEE? AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT HEAR? And do you not remember, 19 when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces you picked up?” They said to Him, “Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you pick up?” And they said to Him, “Seven.”  21 And He was saying to them, “Do you not yet understand?”


Jesus reveals the hardness of their hearts.  They were not hardened towards Him, like the Pharisees.  They were His followers.  But as Kent Hughes rightly suggests, their problem was familiarity.  He says, “The repeated exposure to his teaching, when not reflected upon and acted upon, worked a progressive insensitivity and dullness in their lives… It was a case of ‘use it or lose it.’  They were not appropriating what they were seeing and hearing.”


Because of their familiarity, the disciples had become apathetic.  This is one of my great concerns for the Western church today.  We have evidences of Christianity all around us.  We have churches on every street corner.  We have more Bibles in a single household than entire people groups around the globe.  We have the technology to watch and listen to sermons anywhere at any time.  We have the freedom to come together every Sunday and hear the Word of God proclaimed without any fear of persecution.  And yet, I believe that if Jesus were to return today He might ask the same question that He asked these men, “Do you not yet understand?”  Is it possible that the church today has grown familiar in its worship, simply going through the motions?  Is there an apathy amongst the people of God because they have failed to hear and heed God’s Word?  Like the disciples, have we had repeated exposure to His teaching, but not reflected and acted upon it?  Dear friend, I call you as your pastor this morning to examine your heart!  Hear the warning of our Lord, “Beware of the leaven!”  Beware of the leaven of cozy Christianity.  Beware of the leaven of carnal Christianity.  Beware of the leaven of convenient Christianity.  Beware of the leaven of cheap grace and easy believism.  Remember Him!  Remember the loaves.  Remember that He alone is able to reconcile you to a holy God.

Conclusion


Are you truly satisfied with Christ?  Not just in profession, but in possession.  I am not talking about physical satisfaction and the things of this world.  Have you been satisfied spiritually by Christ alone?  Have you taken of the Bread of Life?  Or are you waiting, postponing, much like the Pharisees, who were simply interested in their own way of life, never satisfied and always looking for something more?  Have you become lethargic with the things of the Lord?  Dear friend, beware of the leaven and cast yourself upon Christ today!  There is nothing more than Jesus Christ!  He alone can truly satisfy.
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