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We look this morning at the last of four successive miracles that Jesus performed as recorded by Mark.  Mark’s purpose in this sequence of miracles is to demonstrate the authority of Christ.  First, in chapter four verse 35 we saw Jesus’ authority over creation and physical dangers in the calming of the storm.  Then in chapter 5 verses 1-20 we saw Jesus’ authority over demons and the supernatural in casting the demons out of a man named Legion.  Next week we will look at the third of these miracles which takes place in the midst of our story this morning where Jesus’ demonstrates His authority over disease in the healing of the woman with the issue of blood.  The fourth in this series of miracles is the story of Jesus’ raising of Jairus’ daughter.  In doing so, He proves His authority over death.


That is the biblical context.  In these miracles Jesus is setting forth both His person and His work.  The miracles provided a visual representation for all present in the crowds of His authority as Messiah.  But we must be careful that we do not lose sight of the individuals involved in these miracles.  While there is the general truth that Christ’s authority was on display for all to see, there is a particular aspect to these miracles that concerns individuals and their faith, weak and frail as it might have been.  These miracles served to test and strengthen the faith of Jesus’ apostles in the storm, of the man named Legion, of the woman with the issue of blood, and of a man named Jairus.  What we see in our narrative today is that fear is often a precursor to faith or that despair is often a prelude to grace.  


There are three things that we see in our text this morning concerning the faith of Jairus that I trust will encourage all of us: 1) a desperate faith, 2) a tested faith, and 3) a strengthened faith.

I.  A Desperate Faith (5:21-24a)


Mark notes that this event takes place when Jesus had crossed back over the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum.  You will remember that Jesus departed Capernaum for two reasons.  First, He needed some time away from the crowds that were constantly pressing in around Him.  We are reminded of this fact at His return to Capernaum, as Mark notes in v. 21, “A large crowd gathered around Him.”  And, in what had become customary on these occasions, “He stayed close to the seashore” with a small boat nearby.  


But His departure was not only for much needed rest, but also for the two particular events that took place in the storm on the sea and at Gerasa, which we saw were preordained faith events.  Jesus had a particular purpose in departing Capernaum on that night by sea, and He has a particular purpose in returning as well.  There is nothing in these events that surprises Jesus because He ordained the events beforehand.  So He and His disciples return to Capernaum, and a man named Jairus approaches Jesus, whose twelve year-old daughter, his only child according to Luke (8:42), was gravely ill and at the point of death when he left her.  


1.  The posture of Jairus (v. 22)


Mark tells us that Jairus “on seeing Him, fell at his feet.”  The posture that Jairus assumed might not seem out of the ordinary to us.  After all, even the demon possessed Legion bowed to Jesus.  But what makes Jairus’ action a bit shocking is his occupation.  He was one of the officials or rulers in the synagogue at Capernaum.  You might remember that it was in that very synagogue that Jesus was thought of as an outsider when He sat down to teach and was even accused of heresy by the scribes and Pharisees.  As one of the rulers Jairus would have been given oversight over the affairs of the synagogue.  He was distinctively Jewish and an important public figure.  Further, as Geoff Thomas points out, because of his position, he certainly would have known of the growing animosity that Herod Antipas had toward this kingdom of God movement being promoted by Jesus.
  Jairus was at the very least putting his position and reputation on the line and possibly even putting his life on the line in approaching Jesus in this manner.


Jairus was desperate.  Jairus was afraid.  He faced a situation that was totally out of his control, which was probably infrequent given his position.  And yet his desperation and fear drive him to the only source of hope left at his disposal.  No medicine or no doctor could heal his daughter.  Jairus is literally at the end of his rope.  So right there, in the midst of the crowds, Jairus casts off all of his religiously engrained prejudices against Jesus and falls at His feet.  He does not approach Jesus by night.  He does not come up to Jesus and pull Him aside and whisper in his ear.  His posture portrays a man who was looking to Jesus as the only hope in saving his daughter’s life and he couldn’t care less what others thought of him.  He must have Jesus’ help, so he comes to Jesus, in and amongst the crowd, and humbly prostrates himself at Jesus’ feet. 


2.  The request of Jairus (v. 23)


He then does something a bit unusual.  He actually prescribes the manner in which Jesus could save his daughter.  In a cry of desperation he “implored Him earnestly, saying, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so that she will get well and live.”  We might look at his request as being arrogant, almost as if he were demanding Jesus, especially given that “please” is not in the original texts. It is inserted here for clarification. But that is why his posture is so important.  His desperate plea was not arrogant at all, but was born out of the humility shown in casting himself at Jesus feet.  


But the plea itself is not what is so unusual here, but his prescription of how Jesus could heal his daughter.  He doesn’t simply say, “Please, help me.”  He prescribes a certain course of action that Jesus should take, “Come and lay Your hands on her, so that she will get well and live.”  He is basically telling Jesus what He should do to meet his need.


Here we see the weak faith that Jairus had at this moment.  While he humbly submitted himself to Jesus as the only hope in saving his daughter, he shows that he was still somewhat ignorant of who Jesus really was.  At the very least he had heard of the miracles and had possibly even witnessed some of them.  But he was evidently still unaware of Jesus’ power and authority.  We know that Jesus did not have to actually go with Jairus to his house and touch the girl for her to be healed.  He could have simply pronounced it then and there.  That is exactly what happened in the story of the centurion, which according to both Matthew and Luke preceded this occasion.  The centurion told Jesus of his sick servant dying at home and that he longed for his healing.  Jesus responded, “I will come and heal him.”  But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  And Jesus declared of the centurion, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel… Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was immediately healed (Matt. 8:5-13).  Of interest to us is where that event took place – in Capernaum.  


We would be right to surmise that Jairus knew of this incident.  And here we see the difference in the faith of these two men.  The centurion had a great faith, Jairus had a desperate and weak faith.  The centurion pronounced himself unworthy.  And while Jairus showed great humility in bowing at Jesus feet, we see that he had not come to the place of faith that the centurion had when he approached Jesus.  


3.  The response of Jesus (v. 24a)


With the contrast of faiths we just described, we might have expected Jesus to walk away, particularly given Jairus’ status in life.  But, notice Jesus response.  “He went off with him.”  Friends, those are some of the most encouraging words that we could ever read.  Even though Jairus had an immature faith in Christ, he had faith nonetheless.  Even though he did not know all there was to know about Jesus, he knew that Jesus was his only hope.  It was not a question of could Jesus heal is daughter, but would He, and he came on his knees, begging.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones pointed out:

This is something which is found to be present, invariably and without exception, in the case of all those who have been blessed by Jesus Christ. The people who came to examine and test him invariably went away disappointed and confused, feeling that they themselves had been tested and examined in the very depth of their being. Those who came to trap him and to entice him in his words, and to get him into difficulties, invariably went away confounded and condemned and hating him with bitter hatred. But those who fell at his feet, who acknowledged him and his greatness, never failed to obtain a blessing. Let there be no mistake about this. If you approach him in the mere spirit of curiosity he will not reveal himself to you. If you come with your own ideas and conceptions in order to judge and to estimate and to try him, he will confound you by holding forth before you a standard of life to which you can never attain and an example and a pattern which makes your highest and noblest efforts trivial and childish. Approach him as if he were merely a man among men, albeit the greatest and best and noblest, to whom you are prepared to show great respect and deference and whose example and pattern you are prepared to follow - approach him in any one of those ways on your feet, and relying even to the slightest extent on yourself and your own powers, and you will not know his blessing. You may persuade yourself of many things . . . but you will never know what he really does to and for his own . . . He only blesses those who come on their knees, those who, looking at him and conscious of their own sinfulness and helplessness, realise that this is the very Son of God come on earth to deliver us.
 

That is why Jesus “went off with him.”  Jairus’ faith was a desperate faith, a weak faith, but even a weak faith can lay hold of a powerful and compassionate Christ.  Jesus did not stop and lecture Jairus for prescribing for Him how He could save his daughter.  He did not launch into some theological treatise on His power and authority and that He did not have to be present to heal his daughter as demonstrated with the centurion.  He simply “went off with him.”  


There is great encouragement in Jesus’ response.  Geoff Thomas rightly states,

You don’t have to get your petitions sinlessly and spotlessly correct in order for God to hear and answer. There can be an awful lot of muddle mixed with our praying and yet through the grace of Christ God will grant our heart’s desire. Jesus doesn’t teach us that we have to get our petitions all right before he will come walking into our heartbreaking messes. See how Christ encourages us here. He went with Jairus.


Folks, that is grace!  You might be here this morning lost without Christ because you think you must have everything figured out or that you must somehow clean up your act before Christ will accept you.  Jesus simply says, “Come!”  Just as you are, and waiting not to rid your soul of one dark blot, come to Him whose blood can cleanse each spot!  Just as you are, tho’ tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, fightings within and fears without, come to the Lamb of God!  He is ready and willing to receive all who come.
II.  A Tested Faith (5:24b-34, 35, 38-40a)


As remarkable and encouraging as the story is so far, it does not end there.  Jesus is not through with Jairus yet.  Two things transpire that would prove to be a great test of Jairus’ faith.


1.  The delay on the way (vv. 24b-34)


We will not deal with these verses in detail until next week, Lord willing.  However, we must note here how the event of the woman with the issue of blood is sandwiched here in between the opening of the story and its conclusion.  While there is sometimes a difference in the chronology of events between the gospels, both Matthew and Luke also include this story in the middle of the story of Jairus.  This meeting with the woman is a divine appointment, both for her and for Jairus.  


Imagine what must have gone through Jairus’ mind at this point.  His daughter is at the point of death.  He comes to Jesus with a desperate plea and Jesus goes with him.  Now this woman comes along and everything grinds to a halt.  In his mind Jairus must have wanted to lash out, “Jesus, there’s no time for this.  My daughter is dying.”  Certainly there was panic, if not anger.  But Jairus doesn’t say a word.  There is already a maturing in Jairus’ faith.  Here he was, absolutely desperate.  He had perhaps approached Jesus as if his was the only problem on the face of the earth that day.  And yet, he remains silent during this delay.  He did not cry out like the disciples did in the midst of the storm, “Lord, don’t you care?”


Isn’t that the case in our lives as well?  Are there not times in your own prayer life where you think that God has not understood the situation as well as you do.  You see, we sometimes approach God just like Jairus did, with the expectation that God will respond to our plea in our way and in our timing.  But God does not always work that way.  He knows every situation and us better than we know ourselves.  While we are assured that God always answers our prayers, He may not answer them in the way or in the time that we request.  He often delays to test our faith and remind us that we too are totally dependent on Him and desperate without Him.  How do you respond to God’s divine delays?


2.  The announcement of the girl’s death (vv. 35, 38-40a)


Then Jairus encounters an even greater test of faith.  He receives word that his daughter has died.  It is announced this way in v. 35, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?”  “Your daughter has died” is in the aorist tense in the Greek, simply stating the historical fact that she had died.  What had been feared had actually transpired.
  It was over.  There was no longer any sense in bothering Jesus with this.  With her death went all hope that Jesus could help, for to them He was nothing more than “the Teacher,” or rabbi.  Any further “troubling” from Jairus would be nothing more than an annoyance to Jesus.


In v. 38, the finality of her death in their minds is seen further at the house of Jairus.  Mark writes of “people loudly weeping and wailing.”  These would not have been friends and family members, thought they might have joined in, but professional mourners.  These paid wailers would hang around the house of a sick person waiting for the death to be announced and then enter in and provide their services.  This was part of the culture during this time, and tradition holds that the love for a dead relative was judged by how many of these mourners were hired.  Geoff Thomas notes that a rabbi who lived in Jerusalem in the second century after Christ made a pronouncement that even the poorest person should hire at least two flute-players and one wailing woman.
  We can only imagine the commotion caused by these mourners, who would have been numerous considering Jairus’ position in the synagogue and in society.  And then, in v. 39, Jesus enters the house and amid all of the weeping and wailing, He makes a shocking announcement, “The child has not died, but is asleep.”  And the people, the people that Jairus would have known and spent his entire life with and ministered to in the synagogue, laughed at Jesus.  


Again, we must try to get into the mind of Jairus at this point.  Perhaps he thought, “If only you hadn’t stopped for that woman things might have turned out differently.”  And now, in the midst of his agony, Jesus says that his daughter is only sleeping and his friends and family laugh at Jesus remark.  Why did He say that?  She really was dead, at least in the physical sense.  Later on, when the little girl walked out of the room, the people would be reminded that Jesus had said that she was only asleep.  Of course, we know that Jesus meant the sleep of death that He would bring to life again, but these people heard what they wanted to hear.  Why didn’t Jesus simply bring her out into the streets for every one to see and raise her?  Because, once again, this was a test of Jairus’ faith.  Derek Thomas asserts, “Jesus wanted Jairus to have a faith that was rooted and grounded in the person of Christ – no matter what people said, no matter what accusations they would make.”
  And again, Jairus does not say a word.  Was he facing inner turmoil?  Yes.  Was he perhaps questioning Jesus on this occasion?  Yes.  Did he believe, like the others, that his only child was dead, gone forever?  I don’t think so – because Jesus, in the midst of the test, had already intervened.

III.  A Strengthened Faith (5: 36, 40b-43)

Jesus did not bring Jairus through these tests with no purpose in mind.  Times of testing are always to strengthen our faith and this was no less true on this occasion.  But even in the midst of testing, we are reminded that when we are weak, then He is strong.  He is there with us in the midst of the testing just as He was in the boat with His apostles on that stormy night.


1.  Jesus’ words (v. 36)


In v. 36, upon hearing the pronouncement of the girl’s death, Jesus tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid any longer, only believe.”  Jesus knew Jairus’ heart.  He knew that Jairus was in the grips of fear, and He tells him, “Only believe.”  Both of these imperatives are in the present tense, denoting continuing action.  An accurate translation is, “Do not continue being afraid.”  That is the first imperative.  Then, “Continue believing,” or “keep on believing.”  The faith that he had shown in coming to Jesus he must continue to demonstrate now for this continued to be the only fitting response in his helplessness.  Luke added a word of assurance, “Only believe, and she will be made well” (8:50).  


There is something we should also note about Jesus here.  He spoke with complete assurance about the outcome.  Jesus believed that she would be raised and He bestows this confidence in Jairus as well.  This is where we see Jairus’ faith strengthened.  He listened to Jesus.  He believed Him, and his fear was turned to steadfast faith.  His despair now confidently trusted in the grace of Jesus.


That is why the believer should “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).  Fear cannot coexist with faith.  It can drive us to faith, as it did Jairus, but it cannot reside side-by-side in the same heart.  When we focus on our circumstances, fear and despair can grip us.  When we walk by sight, our focus is on ourselves and not on Christ.  But faith focuses on Christ.  When we are truly walking by faith, we trust that whatever the circumstance, Jesus is in control.  Regardless of the outcome, we trust that Jesus is true to His word.  Jairus believed in the miraculous outcome to his tragedy because he trusted in the words of the worker of the miracle.  And his faith was strengthened.


2.  Jesus’ actions (vv. 37, 40b-43)


Jairus’ faith was strengthened not only by Jesus’ words but also by His actions.  Jesus followed through on His promise.  Jesus comes to the house accompanied by only Peter, James, and John.  These three were present on other occasions, at Jesus’ transfiguration and in the Garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus wanted to make sure that reliable witnesses were around to accurately report later what had happened.  He then puts all of those who had laughed at Him out of the house and enters the room where the girl laid with these three, along with Jairus and his wife.  He then takes the girl by the hand and utters in the native tongue, “Talitha kum! (which translated means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’).  Immediately the girl got up and began to walk.”  Imagine the joy in the hearts of the parents.  Mark says that they, along with the disciples, “were completely astounded.”  And, as we have noted in previous instances, the healing was complete.  She immediately got up and walked, just as though she had only been sleeping!  Jesus follows this up with the command to give her something to eat, again signifying her complete restoration.  She was completely healthy.

Conclusion

1.  Our faith

2.  Raising of Jairus’ daughter serves as a picture of our resurrection.
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