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I.  The Context (3:13-14a)


 Mark moves through the life of Christ with rapid succession.  He records specific events in Jesus’ life to highlight his purpose in writing this gospel, which was to demonstrate Jesus’ authority as well as His life as a Servant.  For this reason, there is much that is left out as recorded by Matthew, Luke, and John.  This is important to note as we look at our text this morning.  While we are less than a quarter of the way through this gospel, we are roughly 18 months into the ministry of Christ, the halfway point of Jesus’ ministry on this earth, which lasted approximately three years.  It had been a year and a half since Jesus’ baptism, ample time for the religious leaders to stew and for the crowds to mushroom.  It was time for Jesus to choose some men to help Him, men that He might delegate authority to and men who would carry on His work when He was gone.  There are three things Mark tells us about the selection of these notorious men.


1.  Prayerfully selected (v. 13a)


Jesus did not choose these men willy-nilly, nor was it a popularity contest.  Mark says, “And He went up on the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him.”  Jesus had to get away from the crowds, so He ascends the mountain, but with a purpose – to pray.  Luke records, “It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God” (6:12).  That is not how Jesus normally spent His nights.  He slept on most nights just like every other human being.  He needed rest.  But there were special occasions when Jesus needed to have a clearer understanding of the Father’s will and He went to Him in intense prayer.  This is one of those occasions.  Jesus was closer to the Father than any man, yet He needed to pray.  Derek Thomas summarizes this truth,

Jesus needed to pray.  What an extraordinary thing that is that the eternal Son of God who thought it not robbery to be equal with God, who was very God of very God, and yet in His incarnate condition as a man, before an event of immense significance and immense importance, spends this evening in prayer… There were special occasions, and this apparently was one of them when before the appointing of the twelve, He spends the night in prayer.


We can surmise from our text that there were more than these twelve who gathered around Jesus on this occasion.  There were many disciples at this time, true followers of Jesus who would perhaps have fit the qualifications.  Mark says they came to Him, all that He wanted, but He appointed only twelve from this group.  How did Jesus know to choose these twelve?  Because He had spent the night in communion with the Father.  As Geoff Thomas notes, “In that communion all the disciples were considered one by one, presented to the Father, judged and examined in God’s presence, and in that process the Twelve were finally chosen.”


2.  Authoritatively selected (v. 13b)


But not only were they prayerfully selected.  They were also authoritatively selected, “And He appointed twelve.”  Having met with the Father, the choice of the twelve was Christ’s alone.  This was a bit unusual because the norm was for a disciple to attach himself to someone.  This was apparent in John the Baptist’s followers.  They saw something in him and they attached themselves to him.  It has been apparent with the crowds that followed Jesus.  For right or wrong reasons, they saw something in Jesus that garnered their affections.  So they attached themselves to Him.  


But that is not the case here.  Jesus appointed them.  There was no balloting, no nominations.  Their selection was not based upon their standing in society or their popularity among the masses.  Their selection was not of prestige, but of standing.  The gospel writers emphasize this authoritative appointment.  Mark says, “He appointed twelve.”  Luke wrote that He “chose twelve of them” (6:13).  John is straightforward in this from the lips of Christ Himself, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve?” (Jn. 6:70).  In John 15:16 that we read earlier, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit” and again in verse 19, “I chose you out of the world.”  And Luke recorded in Acts 1:2 before Jesus’ ascension, “He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.”  The choice of these men is clearly the deliberate choice of Jesus alone.  He did the appointing.  He called them.

3.  Representatively selected (v. 14a)


Jesus appointed “twelve.”  There is great significance with this number.  There would be no mistake in the mind of the Jew of Jesus’ intent here.  Any Jew with just a minimum of Bible knowledge would understand the significance of twelve.  Twelve represented the twelve tribes of Israel, derived from the sons of Jacob.  When the Assyrians invaded Judea and Jerusalem, ten of the tribes were lost.  But the prophets spoke of the restoration of Israel and the Jews had waited that day for some 500 years.  Again, this was the context of Jesus’ arrival as Messiah.  They were waiting that time when the nation of Israel would be restored and made a great nation once again.  


It is of interest that none of these men were from Jerusalem or Judea.  Certainly the Jews would have recognized this as well.  What Jesus is doing here, in choosing these “twelve,” is demonstrating that these men represented the new patch and the new wine.  Geoff Thomas states, “In choosing twelve Jesus was saying that he was going to build a new Israel!  Out of the old was going to come the new, and he was going to do it!  They are going to be the foundation of the reconstituted people of God, an embryonic new Israel.  Jesus is going to make a new covenant with them.”
  


Of course, much of the crowd and most of the religious leaders failed to recognize this “newness.”  Jesus was establishing what Geoff Thomas called “the reconstituted people of God.”  Who are these people?  Who is this new Israel?  It is the Church!  The apostles had a very important role to play as Jesus’ representatives for this new people.  Some of these had a more recognizable role, some had a role behind the scenes, and one had a role that we would consider heinous.  But they all had a role.  They represented the new Israel of God.
II.  The Purpose (3:14b-15)


Jesus did not choose these men without a distinctive purpose for them.  Mark mentions three reasons why Jesus chose these men.


1.  To be with Him (v. 14b)


In Jesus’ selection of these men, we see his human nature plainly set forth.  We must not miss this truth.  We often hold Jesus up in His deity as if He depended on no one for anything.  And in His deity, that is true.  But we run into theological danger when we emphasize one part of Jesus’ person to the exclusion of the other.  While Jesus is God, He is also human.  He had emotional needs as every other human being.  We have noticed over the past few weeks two very distinct groups of people.  On the one hand, there are the religious leaders who were a constant source of provocation and irritation to Jesus.  On the other hand, there are the throngs that misunderstood Jesus’ purpose.  They sought Jesus out for His miracles, not His message.  At this point, Jesus needed the companionship of those He could trust.  As Sinclair Ferguson points out, “He was a true man himself.  It was instinctive in his human nature to desire the companionship of others… We can even say that Jesus ‘needed’ them, just because he was truly and fully human—and to be truly and fully human means to be made for friendship.  It is never good for man always to be alone (Gen. 2:18).”
  Jesus chose these men to be His closest friends, those on whom He could depend on in the thick of it.  While they certainly did not fulfill this role perfectly, as we will see as we continue through this gospel, in the end, they accomplished their purpose.


But Jesus also wanted them to “be with Him” so that they could accomplish the purposes for which they were chosen.  Jesus had previously called six of these men, Peter and Andrew, James and John, and Matthew.  By John’s account, He had also called Philip.  We are not certain of the comings and goings of these men to this point.  We know that Peter was married and secured a household and probably went home on occasion.  Others might have been around Jesus more often.  But from this point forward, these men spend every moment of every day with Jesus until the week of His passion.  They really get to know Him as He pours His life into them.  He invests the better part of eighteen months exposing them to His life and ministry, the ministry that they were to carry on when He was gone.  They witnessed His miracles, His teaching, and His relations with others.  This was the only way that they could truly bear witness of Him.  This would prove important later in their ministry as shown in Acts 4:13, “Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus” (emphasis mine). 

2.  To be sent out (v. 14c)


There is a second purpose that Jesus chose these men, so “that He could send them out to preach.”  The word “apostle” literally means “sent out.”  They were to live according to their title.  They were to preach the same message that Jesus preached, and more.  Their message would be repentance and faith for forgiveness of sin, but they would also preach the Cross, His burial, and His resurrection.  They were to proclaim the gospel.  


This is where the time that they spent with Jesus was crucial.  They were not to preach a gospel from subjective experience, what they felt and thought.  They were to preach what they had seen and heard at the feet of Jesus.  The apostle John captured this truth in the opening of his first epistle:

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life – 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us – 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. (1 John 1:1-3)


Geoff Thomas brings this truth into the present, 

He chose them to “send them out to preach.” He did not tell them of a new ritual with vestments to wear and alters to erect. Their mission was to take the growingly familiar themes which they had heard from him and preach them to people all over Galilee. The King of God’s kingdom had come and men were sinners who needed to repent, especially in the light of his presence. His signs confirmed that he was the Holy One of God. They stated these truths as he did. They illustrated them, as he did, and then they applied them to their hearers.


The call of the disciple is the same today.  Though the believer is not an apostle in a vocational sense as these men were, we are still called and sent out to proclaim the gospel.  We are not to dress it up in an attempt to make it sound better.  The gospel is the power of God for salvation (Rom. 1:16).  We are to proclaim it, illustrate it, and apply these truths to the hearts of our hearers, praying that they would receive them.


3.  To have authority (v. 15)


A third purpose for their calling and being sent Mark says is “to have authority to cast out the demons.”  Notice the order here.  First, they were to be with Him, to learn from Him.  Then, and only then, they were to preach.  We run into great danger when we try to preach without having sat at the feet of the Master, having immersed ourselves in His truth.  Then, they were to have this powerful authority to cast out demons.  This implies that they were given both the power and the right to expel demons.  Remember the purpose of a miracle.  It was always to verify the Word.  The miracle helped to validate the message.  Jesus’ miracles were performed as evidence that the kingdom of God was at hand and present in Jesus Christ.  The miracles these men performed in exorcising demons would validate that God had granted them the authority to continue His work.  Geoff Thomas marks this pointedly,

Christ declared war on the kingdom of darkness. There was no possibility of a truce or a surrender. Until the end of the age there was going to be a state of warfare between the seed of the woman and the serpent. The Saviour had come to destroy the works of the devil, and he gave to these men authority to cast our demons and to overthrow the reign of the god of this world.

The promise to the apostles is that they will share in the power of the kingdom of God that came with Jesus, and this is demonstrated by their authority over the spiritual realm.

III.  The Choices (3:16-19)


In the remainder of the text, Mark gives the names of the twelve that Jesus appointed.  We note two things here.


1.  Who Jesus did not choose


As we have seen, this was no popularity contest.  If that were the case, then we might expect that none of these men would have been chosen.  Jesus did not choose the most popular or those who had some elite standing in society.  Nor did He choose one single rabbi who would have represented the professional theologian of His day.  There was not one scholar among them.  A. B. Bruce, in his classic work The Training of the Twelve, said, “They were stupid, slow-minded persons.”  Certainly this is an overstatement, as men at times are prone to (ask John Kerry).  But these men were not the trained religious leaders of their day.  They had not sat at the feet of the scribes and rabbis.  They did not have these advantages.  They were, in this sense, uneducated and unlearned.  


We also notice that Jesus did not choose one woman (no offense, ladies).  Jesus chose and appointed twelve men.  This is in accordance with the creation order.  We live in a society that claims woman’s rights in numerous ways.  And at times, these claims are justified.  But not when it comes to the authority that was established in the Garden.  The claims of the women’s libbers who claim that the patriarchal society of the Scriptures is antiquated is simply not true.  No matter how many “advances” we have made as a society, the Scriptural tenet that man is to be head of the woman is as true today as when it was mandated by God.  Jesus, a man, is Head of His Church, He chose men to carry on the work of the Church, and it is still the man’s place to be the authoritative figure in the home and in the Church.  I am thankful that our Baptist Faith & Message has clear statements on man’s role in the Church and in the family.  Note the statement on pastors (or elders), who carry on the preaching role today, “While both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture.”  

2.  Who Jesus did choose


Having seen who Jesus did not choose, we notice that He chose twelve ordinary men.  Some were fishermen, one a tax collector, one worked to overthrow the Roman government.  All were northerners, none from Judea or Jerusalem.  Geoff Thomas outlines the group, “They were a diverse group, they would have been an insignificant group in the estimation of Herod” and interestingly Thomas declares, “They contained some utterly brilliant men who ranked amongst the great thinkers of human history.”
  Uneducated and unlearned, yes.  But far from stupid.  The evidence speaks for itself.  These men turned the world upside down.


The twelve apostles are listed four times in the New Testament. This is Mark’s list: “Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter),  17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”);  18 and Andrew (Peter’s brother), and Philip, and Bartholomew (or Nathanael), and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus (possibly “James the Less”), and Thaddaeus (or Lebbeus or Judas of James), and Simon the Zealot;  19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.”  Twelve ordinary men.  Yet these men prove what can be accomplished by those who live according to their calling in the power of the Holy Spirit.

IV.  The Result 


1.  They suffered severe persecution 


Many of them would die as martyrs for the faith.  According to Eusebius, the early church historian, Peter was made to watch his wife’s crucifixion and then following that he himself was crucified upside down, according to traditions, because he felt unworthy to be executed in the same manner as his Savior.  Andrew, Peter’s brother, under the order of the governor of Achaia was apparently crucified on a saltier, an ‘X’ shaped cross, exhorting people to trust in Christ as he died.  James death is recorded in the Acts chapter 12, under the orders of Herod Agrippa the First.  Philip, a missionary to Heliopolis, was the first to be martyred after James.  And Matthew, the writer of the gospel of Matthew, a tax collector—that Jesus would call a tax collector!  We’ve already looked at it in the gospel of Mark in just previous weeks.  Tradition says that Matthew was burnt at the stake.  And Thomas, doubting Thomas, tradition says he was thrust through with a spear.  And Simon the Zealot—a terrorist, a man who was part of a group seeking the downfall of the Roman empire by force of arms, tradition says he was killed.  And Judas the son of James, who was sometimes called Thaddaeus, which actually means “Mama’s boy,” and about whom we know very little except that he was a Mama’s boy, tradition says that He was clubbed to death.


2.  They became the foundation for the church 

Ephesians 2:19-20 – So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.
Conclusion


1.  So here is the great example of Christ. If ever there was a person whom we might think didn’t need to pray you would judge it would be Jesus, with no sins to confess and no break in moment by moment fellowship with God. He was the incarnation of the wisdom and power of God. You would think he could say to God, “It's OK, I can cope. I can make up my own mind.” Yet if even Jesus, before making such a great decision, needed to go apart and cry to God for help, then certainly we do. How can we with our uninformed insight, and our own self-confidence in our own grasp of things, our own over-rated sense of fittedness to weigh up all the factors, come to any wise decision if we are ignoring asking God for advice?


2.  We must remember that the foundation has already been laid for the Church.  There are no longer apostles today.  Those that hold to an apostolic succession have no Scriptural warrant.  It is upon the testimony of these men that the Church is built and even the gates of hell cannot overpower it (Matt. 16:18).  We do hold to apostolic succession as evangelicals – the succession of their truth, not of the office.    
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